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OF THE 


TRANSLATOR. 


» T IS not from a Motive of complying with 


Cuſtom, that I prefix a Preface to this Let- 
ter; nor is there any need of my endeavour- 
ing to prepoſſeſs the Reader in its Favour, by a 


prefatory Diſcourſe. Whoever will give himſelf 


the Trouble of reading it, will find the Subject 
treated of therein, ſo thoroughly ſifted, and ſo much 
Fudgment, Spirit, and Force of Reaſoning ſhewn 
by the Author, that its ewn intrinſic Value will 
alone be ſufficient to recommend it. This is the 
Cauſe of its having been tranſlated into ſeveral 
Languages, and will be my Apology for having put 

it into an Engliſh Dreſs. | 
There is, however, a kind of Neceſſity that I 
ſhould ſay ſomething, in order to acquaint the Rea- 
der, what that Occaſion is whith the Author men- 
tions in his Iutroduction as too well known, that 
induced him to write, and what he underſtands by 
A 2 that 
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that double Leaven of Fanaticiſm, againſt the 
Infection of which he endeavoured to ſecure his 


* Countrymen. *Tis, in a few Words, on one Hand 


Herrnhutiſm or Moravianiſm, introduced into 
the United Provinces from Germany, ſeveral 
Years ago; and on the other, a kind of Convulſi- 
oniſm, that has lately taken its Riſe | in theſe Pro 


VDinces themſelves. 


It might be expected, that 1 ſhould here give an 
Account of the Tenets and Authors of this laſt- 
mention d Seti: But as I have not ſeen any thing 
of them I could rely upon, I ſhall only relate a few 
Circumſtances that are reported of theſe People. 
Some Preachers, in tuo Country Places, in the 
Province of Guelders, having in 1749, and 1750, 


firetched too far ſome Principles of Religion; their 


Audience, conſiſting for the greateſt Part in inno- 
cent and well-meaning People, were highly alfetted 
thereby. I cannot exactly tell, what theſe Princi- 

ples were; but thus much is certain, that they 
were produfive of very ſingular Effetts. For In- 
ſtance, People were ſeen at Church, or at their 
particular Meetings for Devotion, to Sigh, Groan, 
and Cry out lowdly ; all their Limbs Shook, and 
they made the ſtrangeſt Contorfions. They vio- 
lently wrung their Hands, a cold Sweat dropp'd 


' down their Face; they were almoſt choked for 


Thirſt, and could not drink but with Difficulty. 
Their whole Body was in Convulſion, like that of a 
Man ſeized with the moſt violent Fits of the Fall- 
7ng-Sickneſs, being neither able to Walk, nor even 
to bear themſelves up. They ſcarce utter'd any 
other but broken N rde. | Alas! what muſt I do, 


cried 


TER 

tried they, with a mournful Tone; Oh! give me 
Jeſus, I muſt have Jeſus, Jeſus. At laſt Jeſus, 
according to them, manifeſted bimſelf to them; to 
ſome ſoon, to others later. Then they pretended to 
be illuminated, and aſſured of their Regeneration, 
and fell into Tranſports of Foy and Extaſſes. *Tis 
ſaid, that People without having the leaſt Idea of 
the bad State of their Souls, fell into the ſame Fits. 
Others, whom mere Curioſity had led to Places 
where ſuch Scenes appeared, were ſeized with all 
theſe Symptoms. There were Children, who with- 
out having had any previous Inſtruction, ſaid fine 
Things on the Corruption of Man, and the Myſtery 
of Redemption. Others again, pretended to have 
heard Voices, which could not come but from Hea- 
ven. Nay, ſome were regenerated in their Dreams. 
mT his was called by them the Work of God, 
the Work of Regeneration, or only the Work. 
As the Condition of theſe poor People really de- 
ſerved Pity, many Endeavours have been uſed to 
cure them of their Diſtemper, eſpecially as it 
threaten'd to become contagious, and began to ſpread 
tothe Hamlets of the neighbouring Pariſhes. Peo- 
ple of Underſtanding and Probity, reſorted to the 
Spot of theſe tragical Scenes, and called the Pro- 
moters of the Work to Account, many Sermons 
have been deliver'd againſt theſe Extravagancies, 
and ſeveral Writings publiſh'd to refute thoſe that 
were jo bold as to write in Favour of theſe pre- 
tended Marvels.—Whether or no this Set is at 
this Time intirely extin# in Holland, I cannot take 
upon me to determine. = 
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As for that other Leaven of Fanaticiſm, viz? 
Herrdhutif, againſt the Infection of which, our 
Author endeavours in his Letter to ſecure his Bre- 
thren; I have already given a ſuccinf? Account of 
this Sets, in the Candid Narrative of the Riſe 
and Progreſs of the Herrnhuters, commonl 
call'd Moravians, &c. which I have lately pub- 
liſn'd. I. hall therefore ſay no more of them here 


but what is relative to this Letter. It was in the 
Year 1736, that Count Zinzendorf came to Hol- 


land, being invited thither by the Dutch, as he pre- 


tends, in his Natural Reflections, page 230, in 


theſe Words: It was not we that ſought the 


Dutch; but they ſought us. The Reaſon of his 
complying with their Deſires, we find alſo there, 


p. 235, and 237, VIZ. that he had had no Idea of 
the Reformed, or Calviniſts, and taken them all 
to be Reaſoners ; but as this was not indifferent 


to the Saviour, who being unwilling that ſo 


many Hundreds, nay Thouſands of them 
ſhould be abandon'd by the Moravian Brother- 
hood, (or, who deſigned that ſo many Hundred, 

nay 7. "bouſands of them ſhould increaſe the Number 
of "the Brethren) he (the Saviour) would have 
the Count to be an Eye-Witneſs of the State of 
his Affairs in that Church.—Secondly, That the 
Saviour, knowing that a Communion (by which 
be underſtands the Mennoniſts) conſiſting of Two- 


hundred Churches, was on the Point of being 


plunged into Arianiſm and Socinianiſm, would 
abſolutely prevent this, and for this Reaſon made 
the Count, without knowing a Word of it, go 
and bring about this Ivy Effect by his Preach- 


ing. 


ing*. Pcould make ſome Remarks hereupon, were is 


fitting for a Preface, but this I cannot help mention- 
ing, that it appears odd, that the Count is ſo un- 
grateful to the Saviour, whom he charges with the 
Direction of all his Actions, as not to acknowledge 


another Reaſon why he was directed to Holland, 
wiz. to mend his Fortune. For tis well known, 


that the Count's Finances at that Time, were pro- 
digiouſly low, and he overwhelm d with Debts, and 
that he found Means there to ſatisfy his Creditors. 
But this by the Way. The Count after this firſt 
Fourney, often viſited Holland, and the Number 


of his Followers increaſed more and more. He, and 


his Diſciples, have been particularly attentive to the 
making Proſelytes among the Mennoniſts. As 
this Society conſiſts of a great Number o, pious, 
. ſimple, 


* The above is a Tranſlation of the following original ! 


German. Ich kannte die Reformirte Kirche nicht, das 
war dem allgemeinen Heilande nicht gleichgultig. Ich 
dachte, ein Raiſonneur und ein Reformirter ware eben 
einerley.----Da nun der Heiland ſo viel hundert ja tauſend 
Reformirte Brüder von der Unitit nicht nur ſo abandonnirt 
wiſſen wolte; ſo muſte er mich zu einem Augen Zeugen 
machen, was er unter den Reformirten fur ein, uns Lu- 
theranern gantz unbekantes Geſchiffte habe. --- Zum an- 


dern wuſte der Heiland, daſs eine gantze Religion von ein 


aar hundert Kirchen auf den Sprung ſtünde, von Arian- 


iſchen und Socinianiſchen Händen gleichſahm im Schlaffe 


erſchlagen zu werden. Das wolte er kurtzum nicht ha- 
ben, und ich muſte ohne ein Wort davon zu wiſſen, und 
ohne allen Vorſatz den Erlöſer predigen der aller Welt 
Gott und Schöpfer ware : Und das gab ein ſolch Schrekken 


unter dieſem Volck, daſs nicht nur die Seelen ſelbſt Zeit 


e ea dem Verderben zu entrinnen, ſondern daſs in 
urtzem die Kantzeln dieſer Religion Zeugen der Gott- 


heit Jeſu mit Geiſt und Kraft bekamen, die ſich ſelbſt ſelig 


machten, und die ſie hörten. 
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Ample, and at the ſame Time very rich People | 
this appeared to them an Harveſt worth their Un- 
dertaking. Time has ſhewn, that they have not 
wſed the Sickle in vain: For only among thoſe 
Mennoniſts that are called the Vereenigde 
Vlamingen en Waterlanders, ſeveral Hundred 


Souls have been brought over to Herrnhutiſm, 


within the Space of twelve Years; as Count Zin- 
zendort himſelf avers, in his Natural Reflections, 
Page 247. 0 

Thus having ſaid, what I thought myſelf obliged 
to inform the Reader of; I wiſh that this excel- 
lent Performance, which, I hear, has had an ba 
Effect in Holland, may produce the ſame in theſe 
Realms; that is to ſay, prevent well-meaning Peo- 
ple from becoming the Sport of Illuſions, or Dupes 
of deſigning People, and recover thoſe that are al- 
ready fallen into ſuch Snares, 
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4 3 Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the 
J A 

1 Spirits whether they are of God : becauſe 
""- many falſe Prophets are gone out into the 
92 World. 1 John, iv. 1. 
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Domineering, are the two moſt dange- dverien 
rous Enemies of Religion. Some- 
times they unite their Forces againſt 
it; and at the very time they are working its 
Deſtruction, endeavour to appear as being 
actuated by nothing elſe than a Zeal for its 
Purity. You know, dear Brethren, the En- 
deavours I have uſed ſome Years ago, to 
maintain your Chriſtian Liberty againſt the 
Attempts of human Power : You will, there- 
fore, not be ſurpriſed at my giving you, at 
this time, a new Inſtance of my Zeal for your 
Churches, and the Welfare of your Souls; 
by endeavouring to ſecure you againſt the 
creeping in of that pernicious Evil, I mean 
Fanaticiſin. 

B of + 


Fre and the Spirit of uri. 


AS 

Tis needleſs to dwell much on the Occa- 
ſion that induces me to take upon myſelf this 
Care. Tis too well known; and, beſides, I 
have no Mind to attack here any Perſon in 
articular. I have too much Averſion to it. 
My Aim is at Fanaticiſm itſelf. All the 
World knows, that the Fermentation, which 

ſome Time ſince has agitated the Minds of 
the Inhabitants of theſe Provinces, and which 
in the Civil State has produced ſo ſurpriſing 
Effects, has reached even to Religion. The 
bad Leaven that has introduced it, was partly 
brought to us from abroad ſome Years ago, 
and partly has of late had its Riſe in this 
Country. | | 
As I direct to you in particular, my Warn- 
ing againſt ſo dangerous an Evil, I would not 
be underſtood as if I believed you to be more 
| infected, or more expoſed to it than others. 
vl Neo, dear Brethren, there are other Countries, 
1 other Chriſtian-Societies, where this Seed 
takes Root, at leaſt as eaſily as amongſt you, 
But I fain would avoid being ſuſpected (as 
11 | already has happen'd) as if I endeavour'd to 
an meddle with what concerns other Commu- 
nions ; the Care whereof I willingly leave to 
Mz thoſe, who believe it to belong only to them- 
| ſelves. Beſides, I have a cloſe Connexion 
with you, not only on Account of being Mi- 
niſter of one of your principal Churches, but 
| becauſe of the Chriſtian Affection you bear 
me, and the ſingular Eſteem you have for- 
merly ſhewed for my Perſon, in exerting your- 
ſelves with ſo much Earneſtneſs, * 2 
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4 
without Succeſs, to have me reſtored to the 
public Exerciſe of my Miniſtry; and I am 
very glad to have an Opportunity of pub- 
lickly expreſſing my Gratitude for it. The 
Zeal you have ſhewn in my Behalf, gives me 
ſome Room to hope, that you will chearfully 


receive my well- meaning Exhortations and 


Advice, and that you will weigh them with 


an Attention that may cauſe them to turn to 


your Advantage. 


. 


Should there be any, beſides your Society, 
that believe that this Letter may do them ſome 
Good; nothing hinders them to make the 
ſame Uſe of it as if it was addreſs'd to them. 
My Views in publiſhing it are not confined 
by a Good-Will that doth not extend itſelf 
beyond certain Bounds. If, in labouring for 
you, I can thereby, at the ſame time, edify 
others, and fortify them, with you, in the 
Knowledge and Practice of the pure and rea- 


ſonable Religion, whereof we all make Pro- 


feſſion, this two-fold Succeſs will fill me with 
Joy; and be to me an equal Subject for 
Thankſgiving to the Father of Light. | 
That my Cautions to you againſt Fanaticiſmm Firsr 
may be attended with Succeſs, and enable you 8 
the better to avoid its Snares, tis needful be- een 
fore all Things, to give you a juſt Idea of what and Cha- 
Fanaticiſin is, and ſhew you in few Words racters of 
wherein properly its Nature conſiſts, and Fauaticiſn 


which are its diſtinguiſhing Characters. With- 


out this, we only thall beat the Air and fight 


with a Shadow. This is the more neceſſary 


to be premiſed, as many People make uſe of 
05 Es EY > this 
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this Word without having a clear and preciſe 
| Notion of what it imports. Sometimes Chriſ- 
tians, of ſolid Piety, are unjuſtly reproach'd 

with Fanaticiſm ; whereas others receive and 

really nouriſh this Monſter within their Breaſt, 

whilſt they reject the Name of it with th 

greateſt Horror. 

What Fa- Fanaticiſm, I believe, conſiſts in perſuading 
natiiſm oneſelf, that the Spirit of God acts in us in 
; an immediate and ſupernatural Manner, be it 
by particular Revelations, or by ſtrong Im- 
preſſions on our Souls; whilſt at the ſame 

Time, what we experience within ourſelves, 
is nothing elſe but the mere natural Effect 

of an heated Imagination and violent Paſſions; 

which, independently of the Spirit of God, 

are alone ſufficient to produce them. *Tis 
true, there are, among the Fanaticks, People 

that do not feel within themſelves any fuch 

like Impreſſions, though they make Boaſts 

thereof, for the better playing their Parts. 

There are alſo ſome, who, finding themſelves 

really affected, have too much Senſe to be- 

lieve that this proceeds from the Spiritof God. 
They would willingly that it were ſo ; above 
all Things they wiſh that other People may 

not doubt of it; and this ſuffices them. But 

theſe are Diſſemblers and Hypocrites ra- 
ther than Fanaticks. True Fanaticiſm conſiſts 
properly in entertaining within oneſelf the 

Per ſuaſion, which J have been ſpeaking of. 

” I don't doubt at all, that the Almighty, 
onthe Spi. Whoſe efficacious and conſtant Action on the 
ritofMan. Corporeal World may 10 eaſily be OY 
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acts by his Spirit, according to his Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom, on the Spirit of Man, on 


the Faculties of his Soul, and by the Means 
of theſe Faculties. Such, as true Piety ſin- 


cerely unites with him, enjoy, without doubt, 


this Favour; and may ſtill at this Time rely on 
the fulfilling of that Promiſe of Feſus Chriſt *, 
that the Heavenly Father will give the Holy Spi- 


rit to them that aſk it of him with all their 


Heart. But I maintain : Firſt, that this Ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God, whatever elſe it 
be, tends to the Advancement of moral Virtue 


and Sanctification, becauſe this is the princi- 


pal Aim, or rather the whole of true Reli- 
gion . Secondly, 'tis, in my Opinion, not 
leſs certain, that among the Faculties Man is 
endowed with, ſound Underſtanding or Rea- 
ſon is that on which and by which God prin- 
cipally operates, when he finds it proper to 
ſupport our Weakneſs by his Spirit. Nay, 
this is the moſt noble and the moſt ſublime 
of thoſe Faculties we have received from his 
Liberality ; his infinite Wiſdom doth not al- 
low us to think, that he ſhould neglect this 
Faculty; that he ſhould act on Faculties of 
leſs Excellency without acting upon this, and 


above all Things, that he ſhould contradict, 


weaken or deſtroy it. Add to this, that true 


Virtue, conſider'd in its eſſential Parts, can- 


not derive its Origin but from a ſound Under- 


ſtanding. 
* „ Three 
* Luke xi. 13. Or 
'+ See my Thoughts on Mr. Van den Honerts Letter, 


Part II. p · 188. 


Three Three Conſequences, of great Importance 


Conſe- 


in the preſent Subject, ariſe from what I have 
theſe thus briefly advanced. 1ſt, That for every 
Principles Judgment which we 'make with Solidity, 
tending to ſtrengthen us in the Practice of 
Virtue, we may and ought to give the Glory 
thereof to God, and with a ſincere Gratitude 
acknowledge the Concurrence of his Grace in 
it. 2dly, That no Idea or Action, that doth 
not contribute to the Advancement of Virtue, 
and which contradicts ſound Reaſon, can on 
what Pretence ſoever, and be it ever ſo much 
accompanied with marvellous Circumſtances, 
be aſcribed to God's Operation on Man. 
3dly, That he is the moſt filled with the Spi- 
rit of God, who reaſons on Things concern- 
ing Religion with the moſt Penetration and 
Juſtneſs, and who practiſes Virtue the beſt. 
Theſe Conſequences, thus propoſed in a plain 
Manner, may ſeem to be Paradoxes. But 
be not affrighted, dear Brethren, Examine 
only with all poſſible Attention, whether the 
two Principles, from whence we have drawn 
them, are well grounded, and if they are in- 
ſeparably connected with theſe Principles. I 
aſſure you, that if you do it, it will not be 
poſſible tor you to ſtand out againſt the Evi- 
dence of theſe Conſequences, how ſingular 

ſoever they may appear at firſt Sight. 
God acts But I muſt go further. I willingly admit, 
in parti- that the Spirit of God acts in an immediate 
eee Manner, not only on the Spirit of a Man of 
e ſound Underſtanding, but alſo on his Ima- 
Paſſions. gination and Paſſions, As the End of our 


wiſe 


I As a” 
wiſe Creator in giving us them, was that their 
Force and Activity ſhould excite, bear u 
and ſpur on our feeble and flow Reaſon ; Why 
ſhould we not likewiſe take it for granted, 
that, when his Wiſdom and Goodneſs finds 
it convenient and neceſſary, he may by his 
Spirit, animate and fortify theſe natural Fa- 


culties we hold of him, and give them a Vi- 


vacity and Senſibility which they could not 
have had of themſelves? But we ought to 
conſider, that as the Imagination and Paſſions, 
in Caſe we do not curb them, become fatal to 


- Truth and Virtue, and are the firſt to ſeduce 


and corrupt us; we therefore, in general, 


cannot too much miſtruſt their Impreſſions: 


Hence it follows, that, in particular, we 
ought to ſtand well upon our Guard, that we 
may not take ſuch and ſuch Action or Im- 
preſſion of our Imagination and Paſſions for 
an immediate Operation of the Spirit of God 
in us, when in Reality it has no Claim to it, 
and proceeds from ſome other Cauſe, what- 
foever that Cauſe may be. For we have ſeen 
that this is the chief Miſtake of Fanaticiſin, 
and that herein properly conſiſts its original 
and eſſential Nature and Quality. Herein lies 
the main Difficulty of the Buſineſs; and this 
is the Point we muſt above all Things be 
convinced of, in order to obtain a juſt Idea of 
Fanaticiſm. The following Remarks, which 
are nothing elſe but Conſequences of what 
has been laid down before, will, I think, be 
very uſeful to us for that Purpoſe. 


B 4 iſt, 


„ 
Remarks nft, I obſerve therefore, that the Operation 


11 ag of the Spirit of God in us doth not always 


mark. require, that in our religious Worſhip our 


The Ope- Imagination be heated and our Paſſions moved 
_ and agitated. This is not neceſſary when 
ocotten the End of this Operation, which is to bring 


confines 


itſelf to Man to a conſtant Practice of Virtue, can 


the otherwiſe be obtained. If the Underſtanding, 


Under- ſupported by the Help of God, is ſufficient 


Randing: to produce fuch an happy Effect, what need 


is there to ſet the Imagination or Paſſions to 
work; they being Faculties whoſe firſt De- 
ſtination is but to ſerve as Aſſiſtants to the 
Underſtanding and Reaſon? All depends 
here upon the natural Conſtitution of eve 

Man; for by this Conſtitution God regulates 
the Meaſure of the Acting of his Spirit. 
Whoever ſincerely applies himſelf to the 
Study of Truth and the Practice of Virtue, 
has no Cauſe to diſquiet himſelf, as if he were 
void of the Spirit of God, on Pretence of his 
not feeling within himſelf thoſe lively Im- 


preſſions, thoſe Emotions of the Soul, that 


2d Re- Agitation which others experience. 


mark. 2dly, If it is the Spirit of God that pro- 


. duces theſe Effects in ſuch as feel them with- 


ration in themſelves; tis neceſſary, that whatever 
extends their Imagination ſuggeſts to them, be entirel 

_ conſonant to ſound Reaſon and Truth. For, 
gination, tis impoſſible that the ſame God, who has 
it ſuggeſts given to Man the Faculty of Imagination 
nothing for aſſiſting the Underſtanding and Reaſon, 
OR ſhould act contrary to this his own Deſign, 
mable to by filling it with Chimeras and Extravagan- 


Reaſon. Cies; 


[9] 

cies; and what is ſtill more abſurd, to main- 
tain Diſorder and overturn thereby the Un- 
derſtanding and Reaſon itſelf. Such as endea- 
vour to eſtabliſh the contrary, alledge in vain 
the Omnipotence of God in ſupport of their 
Opinion; for, he never acts but in a Manner 
conformable to the Rules of his infinite Wiſ- 
dom; Rules, with which ſuch an Operation 
as is endeavoured to be aſcribed to this infi- 
nite Being, would be utterly inconſiſtent. 
The Vivacity and Fire of our Imagination 
are not a ſufficient Reaſon to believe, that the 
Ideas produced thereby, come really from 
God. A burning Fever may ſometimes fill 
the Head of one that is ſeized by it, ſo 
ſtrongly with Ideas of Things which he be- 
lieves to ſee and underſtand, though there is 
no Reality in it, that it is not only impoſſible, 
at that Time, to beat them out of his Head, 
but even after he has recover'd the Uſe of his 
Reaſon he finds it difficult to get rid of the 
Impreſſions that remain, The Imagination 
of a melancholy Man, who fancies that he is 
dead, or that his Legs are made of Straw, is 
every whit as ſtrongly ſtruck as that of a 
Man who perſuades himſelt that he is rege- 
nerated, when he has no other Reaſon to be- 
lieve himſelf ſuch, than his own Perſuaſion 
alone; that is, the Heat of Imagination 
which he experiences within himſelf, Thus 
no Imagination ought to be aſcribed to the 
Operation of the Spirit of God, which is not 
conformable to Truth nor founded upon 
Reaſon, and much leſs ſuch a one as contra- 
dicts 


[1] 

dicts either of them, let it be accompanied 
with never ſo ſtrong Impreſſions. Don't ſup- 
poſe that I intend here to ſet aſide Holy 
Writ: On the contrary, I take it for an in- 
conteſtible Rule of ſound Reaſon, that Chrif- 
tians, who, upon ſolid Foundations approved 
by Reaſon, have received a perfect Revela- 
tion, ought, with the Help of ſound Under- 
ſtanding, to try all their Ideas by this Touch- 
ſtone. This Propoſition, therefore, viz. that 
no Idea, no Imagination that comes from 
God can contradict Reaſon, imports alſo, 
that it cannot be contrary to the Goſpel : 
Whereas, tis certain on the other Hand, that 

the Authority of the Scripture comes to no- 
thing, ſhould we ſet aſide the Uſe of Reaſon 
in interpreting it; for, every one then might 

apply it according to his own Fancy. 

3d Re- 3dly, If it is true, as appears by what has 
mark. . been ſaid, that the Spirit of Cod cannot in- 
ration of ſpire us with any thing that is falſe or con- 
the Spirit trary to Reaſon; tis not leſs certain, that he 
of God cannot be the Author of any Emotions of our 
Im 0%" Soul or inward Sentiments, which we may 
tions experience; unleſs thoſe Emotions, and thoſe 
always Sentiments are founded on a ſolid Knowledge 
attended and rational Conviction of Religion and what 
-f 5 belongs thereto, or at leaſt be accompanied 
ledge of therewith : For, if it is the Creator's original 
Religion Deſign, that the Imagination and Paſſions 
and 2 ſhould be aſſiſtant to Reaſon and the Under- 
x ple FR ſtanding; *tis viſible, that Reaſon and Under- 
Truth. ſtanding cannot call theſe ſubſidiary Faculties 
to their Aid, but for ſupporting ſome per- 
ans 


30 


„ 
fectly rational Idea, Deſign or Action. With 
out this, theſe Faculties act blindly and at 
Random; conſequently 'tis an Action which 
ought not to be aſcribed to the Spirit of God, 
though it may be, that the Conſequences o 
ſuch an Action have nothing externally in- 
conſiſtent with the Duties of Religion. 
For Inſtance, Sorrow for Sin, founded 
upon à Knbwledge of oneſelf; and a Re- 
flection on one's Conduct and Behaviour 
in Life, if it is kept within due Bounds, is a 
very good Motion of the Soul, and worketh 
* Repentance to Salvation not to be repented of, 
*Tis not the ſame, nor can it be looked upon 
as an Effect of God's Spirit working on Man, 
if ſuch a Sorrow proceeds from the Paſſions 
and a diſorder'd Imagination, I knew a 
Man, who, as ſoon as' he had drank a little 
more than ordinary, became ſurpriſingly gay. 


On continuing to drink, he fell into a moſt 


extraordinary Sadneſs, he wept, wrung his 
Hands, and bewailed his Sins in a molt la- 
mentable Manner. But when the Fumes of 
the Wine were diſpel'd, Serenity took Place 
again in his Soul: This is a manifeſt Proof 
that ſuch like Symptoms can proceed only 
from a bad Diſpoſition of the Body and a 
troubled and heated Imagination. In like 
manner, whenever ſuch Fits have their Riſe 
from falſe Ideas and erroneous Opinions, *tis 
impoſſible that the Spirit of God, who in 
every Reſpect is a Spirit of Reaſon and 
Truth, can have any Share in it, Let a Man 

be 


* 2 Corinth, vii, 10. 


4th Re- 
mark. 
The Ope- 
ration of 
God on 
the Ima- 
gination 


an 
Paſſions, 
never 
weakens 
Reaſon. 
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be never ſo much prepoſſeſs'd with the Idea 
of being of the Number of the Ele&, and 
this Idea be ſtrongly imprinted on his Mind; 
let this flattering Perſuaſion afford him a moſt 
exquiſite Joy : If all this is only founded on 
his own Imagination, deluded by falſe Ideas 
concerning the Decrees of God and Inamiſſibi- 
lity of Grace; and if, beſides, he is indifferent 
about the Diſpoſitions of his Soul with Re- 
ſpe& to his Duties and the Manner of ac- 
quitting himſelf of them, believing, that the 
Supreme Being takes no Notice thereof : 
Certainly, *tis in vain, that ſuch a Man flatters 
himſelf that his Joy is an Operation of the 
Spirit of God; becauſe thoſe Ideas, on which 
this Joy is founded, are directly oppoſite to 
Reaſon and the Scripture, and in themſelves, 
and by their Conſequences, deſtroy the very 
Eſſence of Religion. 

Athly, Moreover, if our wiſe Creator has 
given us the Imagination and Paſſions in 
order that we thence may draw Aſſiſtance in 
the Uſe of our Reaſon; tis evident, that it 
belongs to the latter, to direct and moderate 
their Actions, and that nothing is ſo contrary 
to that principal End of the Author of our 
Being, than if the Imagination and Paſſions 
ſhould a& with ſuch Force and Vehemence 
as to cauſe us to loſe our Reaſon, or at leaſt to 
weaken or render the Exerciſe of it difficult. 
Now is it not a great Abſurdity to think, 
that the Spirit of God concurs in any Man- 
ner to the producing of an Effect, which, far 


from being worthy of him, is not ſo much as 
worthy 
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worthy of Man, whom it reduces to the State 
of a Brute? The Scripture openly condemns 
Zeal without Knowledge *, In like Manner, 
an immoderate Joy, which in the continual 
Danger we are of being drawn into Sin, in- 
ſpires us with Negligence and Security; and 


a deep Sorrow, which not only oppreſſes the 


Soul and troubles Reaſon, but likewiſe affects 
the Body to ſuch a Degree, that the Conſe- 
quences thereof ſometimes are laſting and fa- 
tal; are two Exceſſes, which diſgrace every 


reaſonable Being, and conſequently can 
much leſs be imputed to him who is Wiſdom 
itſelf. 


;thly, I add laſtly, that God in the ordi- gth Re- 


nary Operation of his Spirit on the Faithful, mark. 


acts always on the natural Faculties which he 


0 


on the 


himſelf has given us, and preſerves, and by Faculties 
the Means of theſe Faculties; and that he of Man 
follows the Order of that Nature which he in a 


himſelf has eſtabliſh'd; that is to ſay, he acts 
by Reaſon on the Imagination and Paſſions, 


M 
that 1s 
conform- 


anner 


and he makes Uſe of the Imagination and able to 
Paſſions to aid and ſupport Reaſon. This bis 


follows viſibly from what has been already 


ſaid: And the infinite Wiſdom of God doth 


not allow him to act on Man but in a Man- 
ner conformable to the Nature he has given 
him. Whence we likewiſe muſt conclude, 
that the ordinary Action of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Faithful, which is common to them 
all, and conſiſts in enlightening their Minds, 

ſancti- 


— 


Kom. x. 2. 


Nature. 
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ſanctifying their Hearts and comforting their 
Souls, cannot be diſtinguiſhed from the Ac- 
tion of their natural Faculties, and that it is 
impoſſible preciſely to determine, where the 
| Action of our Spirit ends, and where that of 
the Spirit of God begins. Let it ſuffice to 
us, that we can give the Glory to God for all 
that is Good in our Thoughts, Reſolutians 
and Actions; becauſe tis of him we hold the 
Faculties -we are endowed with, and we can 
no longer than he preſerves them make Uſe 
thereof. Such therefore, as fancy they are 
able to know and diſtinguiſh certainly and 
preciſely the Action of the Spirit of God on 
them, groſly deceive themſelves. They ought 
rather to think, that every Action that differs 
from the Operation of a reaſonable Soul to a 
Degree as to be eaſily diſtinguiſh'd therefrom, 
muſt have a quite different Cauſe than the 
Spirit of God. I ſpeak here only of the or- 
dinary Gifts of the Spirit: The extraordinary 
Gifts may, doubtleſs, be eaſily diſtinguiſh'd. 
I ſhall by and by ſpeak a few Words con- 
cerning them. 


Cnarac- From theſe Remarks I have made, *tis eaf 
TERS 


Funai 321 in my Opinion, to draw the Characters of 
Fanaticiſm. It is of Moment to be well ac- 
uainted with them, in order to guard our- 

Ties againſt ſo dangerous an Adverſary. 
iſt cha- A Fanatic, who brings to the Religion, 


_ ſuch as he conceives it, a lively Imagination 
a 


Chatter. And ſtrong Paſſions, and, on that Account, 
ing. perſuades himſelf, that the Spir it of God ani- 
mates and acts in him in a particular Man- 


"ery; 


19 - 48 
ner; has commonly a prodigious Volubility 
of Tongue. He can diſcourſe a long Time 
3. without ſtopping. Words coſt him nothing, 
1 they ſeem, it I may ſay ſo, to flow from 
one another. This Eaſineſs of Expreſſion in 
him, is an Effect of his natural lively Ima- 
gination, enflamed, beſides, by the Paſſions; 
which makes the Ideas in his Mind ſucceed 
one another with Rapidity and without In- 
terruption, and that the Terms for expreſſing 
them, offer themſelves to him in Abundance. 
This is likewiſe the Reaſon of that vain Chat- 
tering, ſo common in Women and Children, 
on Subjects very often of ſmall Importance, 
on which Men of ſound Underſtanding havg 
ſo little to ſay; though the Ideas they have 
thereof are abundantly more exact. The 
Cauſe of it is, that the Imagination and Paſ- 
fions in the former are much ſtronger than 
in the latter, The Fanatick, who finds in 
himſelf a Superiority in this Reſpect, fooliſhly 
fancies that he has it immediately from God. 
He imagines that it is the Supreme Being, 
which produces the Ideas in his Mind, and 
puts the Expreſſions in his Mouth. He 
ſometimes even carries his Preſumption and 
Extravagancy to that Degree, as to aſcribe 
to himſelf and thoſe of his Claſs, the Pro- 
miſes *, which our bleſſed Saviour made to 
his Apoſtles, viz. to pour upon them his ex- 
traordinary Gifts. This proud Preſumption 
makes them loſe Sight of that prudent Timi- 


dity, 


Mark xii, 11. Match. x. 19. 


ſtand the Teſt of ſound Reaſon. For, 


zd Cha- 
racter. 
Contempt 


of Reaſon 


16 
dity which keeps others ſilent. He confi! 
dently utters whatever comes into his Head. 


He is not reſtrain'd by any Fear of ſpeaking 
Things void of good Senſe, or which cannot 


* 


2dly, He makes little Account of Reaſon; 


ſometimes he has even an inſuperable Aver- 


fion to it. Nor is this to be wonder'd at; 


his irregular Imagination is fruitful of abſurd 


Propoſitions, which Reaſon diſallows; or elſe 
it throws him into Opinions that are incom- 
prehenſible to the beſt Underſtanding, but 


which nevertheleſs the Fanatick admires and 


cheriſhes the more, the leſs he underſtands 


them. As ſound Reaſon cannot be recon- 


ciled with the Ideas he is prepoſſeſſed with, 
and as it ſometimes directly contradicts them 
tis very natural, he ſhould deſpiſe it and little 
mind its Leſſons. He eaſily puts Reaſon to 
filence, as Imagination and Paſſions have 
taken intire Poſſeſſion of his Mind and every 
where interfere with Reaſon. Thus the Fa- 
naticks not only renounce Reaſon themſelves, 
but ſpare no Endeavours to make others do 


the ſame. They know very well, that as 
long as Reaſon prevails, their Chimeras won't 
take Place. In order to deceive themſelves 


-and others, Reaſon, before all Things, muſt 
be baniſh'd. *Tis therefore neceſſary for 


them to war againſt it inceſſantly, to endea- 


vour by all Means to render it ſuſpected, to 
cry it down as 4 Faculty entirely corrupted, 
and to treat it as a falſe and deceitful Light, 
whereot one ought to forbear making Uſe in 

Re- 
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Relig jon. Tis in this we fee, that all the 
Fanotichs buſy themſelves with Zeal and 
Earneſtnefs. 

As Reaſon, according to what has hah And the 
faid before, demands that Chriſtians ſhould Holy 
examine by the Scripture, the Pretenſions of Scripture, 
ſuch as maintain that the Spirit of God acts 

in them: *Tis eaſily to be comprehended, 

that on this Account the Fanaticks muſt na- 

turally make but very little Account of that 

divine Book; with the Deciſions of which *tis 

not more eaſy to reconcile, at leaſt in a toler- 


able Manner, the Chimeras they are infatu- 


ated with, than it is to make them ſquare 


with Reaſon. They don't believe they have 


much need of the Directions and Lights of 


the Scripture: For, if the Authors of that 
Holy Book were inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 


ror themſelves, as they pretend, are animated 
and conducted by the ſame Spirit. And if 
they don't go ſo far as to treat the Scripture 


as a dead Letter; they, at leaſt, maintain, that 


the Interpretation they give to it, compre- 

hends ſolely the true and ſpiritual Senſe; be- 

cauſe this Interpretation is communicated to 

them by the Spirit of God, who enlightens 

and directs them. This is, in Reality, no- 3d Cha- 

thing ele but ſetting the Holy Scripture _ - 

aſide, and ſubſtituting in its Place thoſe pre- vin eee 

tended Inſpirations which they boaſt of. to have a 
Solid Reaſonings, coolly drawn, either Reliſh for 


nothing 
from the Nature of Things, or the Scripture, elle than 


excite the Indignation of a Fanatick. He has their 


no Taſte but for Tranſports of Imagination, inward 
C for Feelings, 


[8] 


for lively Impreſſions and ſtrong Emotions; 
which agitate and trouble the Soul. This 


follows from the Nature of Fanaticiſm, ac- 


cording to the Definition we have given of 


it. *Tis in this properly, that the Fanatick 
_ pretends that the Operation of the Spirit of 


God conſiſts: An Operation, which, if we 
may believe him, cauſes him when it is at 


the higheſt Degree, to experience celeſtial 


Tranſports and Extaſies. Tis in this, that he 


diſtinguiſhes himſelf from ordinary People. 


Theſe do not feel the ſame inward Motions 
or do not endeavour to excite them. This is 


enough for him to look upon them as ſpiritually 


dead, bereft of the Influence of Grace and void 
of the Spirit; tho? at the ſame Time they are 
exact in their Obſervance of the Command- 
'ments of God and follow the Dictates of their 


| Conſcience, without endeavouring to make 
any Noiſe. 


That which the Fanatick calls the Work 
of Regeneration, conſiſts in ſenſible Alarms, 
cruel Agitations of the Soul, ariſing from a 
Conſideration of the Miſery and Corruption.of 
our Nature, (which he ſuppoſes a great deal 


more dreadful than they really are) and in a 
kind of dreadful Amazemenr and Terror for 
God, (painting this adorable Maſter as a barba- 


rous Tyrant) which ſometimes throw the Soul 


into the greateſt Horror. This dark Cloud clear- 


ing up, which, unleſs a Man falls into Diſpair, 
cannot fail of happening very ſoon, the Ima- 


gination being too violently affected to be able 
to remain long in the ſame State; then he 
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becomes compoſed, he flatters himſelf, that he 
tas gone through all the Pangs that muſt 
precede a Converſion, and he really believes 
himfelf to be regenerated. Now ſuppoſing the 
Imagination to be influenced by their Perſua- 
ſion, as it naturally will; and that it excites Joy, 
which in its Turn will not fail to raiſe it to 
the higheſt Pitch of Delight; what unſpeaka- 
ble Satisfaction doth not the pretended Rege- 
nerated then experience? He thinks he taſtes 
all that Sweetneſs which ariſes from an intimate 

Communion with God: he is, as it were, 
mitlited in divine Love. When this Emotion 
of the Imagination ceaſes, which of Courſe 
muſt happen when it is arrived to the higheſt 

Pitch it can attain; all the Joy of the Regene- 

Z trated vaniſhes grudually ; the Grace of God 

aides itſelf from him for a Time; he falls into 


3 a State of Darkneſs, In ſhort, all the Religion 


of the Fanatick, or what is the moſt dear to 
him of it, conſiſts in nothing elſe but in 
inward Senſations, in Emotions of the 
Soul, or Agitations of the Imagination and 
Paſſions, which, like the Waves of the troubled 
Sea, riſe and fall according to the different Diſ- 
politian of the Body and Soul; or according 
as they are worked upon by outward Means 
and Circumſtances. OD 
This, and the foregoing Character, taken 
together, make it appear, wherein properly 
the Nature of Fanaticiſm conſiſts, viz. That 
every Doctrine, Worſhip, Religion, and Action, 
from whence Reaſon is excluded, and where the 


* 


Inagination and Paſſions bare the Sway and are 
8 Loot d 
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lok'd upon as Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, juſtly 
deſerve the Name of Fanaticiſm. Such in few 
Words is. the preciſe Notion we ought to con- 
ceive of this Evil incident to the human Mind. 
But, dear Brethren, don't therefore grow 
weary at my endeavouring to make you ſtill 
nearer acquainted with its Properties. This 
will ſerve more and more to ſtrengthen the 
Foundation, upon which I intend to build my 
Advice, and the better enable you to avoid 
this Evil. 

Ith Cha- The Fanalicꝶs commonly make little Ac- 
racer. count of moral Virtue; nay often {peak of 
Contempt jt with Contempt. Nor need we be ſurpris'd 
of Vue. 2, this, if we conſider, that it is from ſound 

Reaſon alone we know that the Nature of 
Virtue is unalterable, that we are oblig'd to 
practiſe it, and that it is of infinite Impor- 
tance in Religion. Through the Help of 
ſound Reaſon we are likewiſe able to prove the 
Neceſſity of all this by the Scripture. Now, 
as ſound Reaſon, according to what we have 
ſeen before, is of very little Account with 


them, it follows of Courſe, that they can- 


not have much Regard for moral Virtue. 
Whoever is uſed to ſtrong and ſpirituous Li- 
quors finds the moſt generous Wine inſipid; 
Juſt, ſo, whoever has once given himſelf up 
to the Tranſports of an heated Imagination, 
has little Reliſh for a rational and cool Mo- 
rality. 


*Tis well if the Fanetick {tops "ag and 
doth not repreſent Virtue and good Works in. 
odious Colours. As People that have ſtrong 
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Paſſions and a lively Imagination ſeldom keep 
a Medium in their Eſteem and Contempt; 
ſo the Fanaticks uſe the ſame Conduct with 
Reſpect to Virtue, and carry their Diſdain 


ſometimes to the higheſt Pitch. Virtue and 


good Works are in their Eyes but pagan Du- 
ties, not worthy of a truly regenerated or 
ſpiritual and enlightened Chriſtian's buſying 
himſelf much about them. Nay, *tis even 
dangerous with them to give oneſelf earneſtly 
to Virtue : For, ſay they, that will make us 
truſt to our own Righteouſneſs and expect to 


be faved by our Works; which is the moſt 


biting Reproach they can invent againſt thoſe 
that are not of their Way of thinking, Faith 


is the only Thing they boaſt of: But *tis a 


Faith which conliſts not in a well-founded 
Conviction of the Divinity of the Goſpel, but 
in an Heap of ill-grounded Imaginations, in 
Impreſſions that ſtrongly affect the Heart, in 
Emotions that tranfport the Soul, in pretended 


internal Feelings. This is the Idea which 
they themſelves give of it. 


Though they dare not exclude Virtue and 
the Practice of moral Duties from being Cha- 


racteriſticks, by which a true Chriſtian is to 


be known, ſince the Scripture ſpeaks ſo ex- 
plicitly thereof: Yet they aſſert at leaſt, that 
Faith doth of itſelf and neceſſarily pro- 
duce good Works, in the ſame Manner 
as a Tree brings forth its Fruit; that Virtue 
is not an Habit that may be acquired by re- 
peated Actions, but that it is a Diſpoſition 
which the Spirit of God works in us; conſe- 


C 3 quently 
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quently that there is no Neceſſity, and even 
wrong to exhort People to it. Who ſees 
not that Virtue is hereby el and all 
Zeal for it utterly baniſhed ? 
There is another Sort of Pe le, who urge 
much the Obſervance of moral Duties, t 

in other Reſpects, they are to be rank'd 
amongſt the Faxaticks. Theſe, without Doubt, 
are the beſt of them, and *tis Pity that their 
too lively Imagination is not ſufficiently kept 
under by the Dictates of Reaſon. Their 
Conception of moral Virtue, however, 
is oftentimes very imperfect. They ſtretch 
ſome Duties too far, whilſt they neglect others 
zintirely. They betake themſelves moſtly to 
the — — of ſuch in which their Dar- 
ling, that is to ſay, their Imagination 
can have the greateſt Scope, and ſet the 3 
Paſſions to Work. I could very well ſhew, © 

that there is no true. Virtue but what is ſu 
ported by ſolid Reaſoning ; but *tis not with 7 
this ſort of People I have at preſent to do. 3 
th Cha- I obſerve further as another Character of 3 
il racter. . Fanaticiſm, that ſuch as are given to it, 
0 Fride. are commonly puff'd up with Pride, and 
1 treat others with Haughtineſs and Arrogance. 
As, on one Hand, Pride makes the greateſt 

Part of- theſe Peop le believe, that they are 
-influenced by the Spirit of God ; fo, on the 
other, nothing is more apt to nouriſh this 

Pride and fortify them in it, than this vain- 
glorious Preſumption; and in Reality, is it not 
ſomething very grand to be aſſured by inward 
"venting; that God W our Souls by 


the 


[23 ] 
the Beams of his Spirit, that he directs us in all 
our Tranſactions, and that we are among tlie 
Number of thoſe who enjoy his Favour, with- 
dut being liable ever to loſe it? Whoever 
believes ſuch Things of himſelf, can he be 
otherwiſe than infinitely flatter*d and pleaſed ? 
Is it poſſible for him to be without a ſpiritual 
Pride growing more and more upon him; ef- 
| pecially when he ſees a Number of weak Peo- 
9 ple, whom he has drawn to his Party, Kneel- 
Ning before him as an Apoſtle, and receiving 15 
i his Words as fo many infallible Oracles ; or 
when a Troop of Children, brought to him 
= one way of other, deſire publickly with much 
"2 Earneſtneſs, his Inſtructions, Prayers for them, 
aand Blefling, and he thereupon, in Imitation 
bol our Saviour, ſends back theſe poor Sheep 
1 well comforted and ſatisfied, according to 
their Opinion? 5 | 
But even when a Fanatick has not had an 
. Opportunity to get ſo great an Authority; 
His Preſumption of being favoured with the 
5 Spirit of God in a particular Meaſure, is alone 
ſufficient to puff him up, to make him look 
upon himſelf as ſomething extraordinary, to 
2 deſpiſe ſuch as differ from him in their Ideas 
A and Conduct, to condemn and diſparage them 
2s Unbelievers, that are ſtill in the State of 
= natural Corruption, or with a proud Com- 
paſſion to bewail them as wretched and miſe- 
rable People. „„ — 
1 Is it not carrying Temerity very far, to 
1 require of God, that, whenever there is any . 
7 Fhing under Deliberation, he ſhould imme- 
= 2 Sp # dilately 
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6th Cha- 


diately decide it by the Caſting of Lots as if 
this infinite Being was: obliged; in order to 
humour our Deſires, to do Miracles on the 
moſt trifling Occaſions? Is there leſs Preſump; 
tion in boaſting, (when we alter our Senti- 
ments after ſu : 4 a Choice of an Object has 
been made,) that. this Alteration proceeds 
from an immediate Inſpiration received from 
above? Or can there be any thing more daring, 
than publickly to maintain, that the ſame 
Spirit, which animated the Apoſtles, ſpeaks 
ſtill to the Faithful by our Mouth? 
The Fanatick endeavours in vain to. varniſh 
ſuch proud Pretenſiqns with a Pretencę 
to Humility, by acknowledging himſelf an 
abominable Sinner : He cares the leſs for 
making ſuch a Confeſſion, as he puts Virtue 
and good Works at a ſtill lower Rate, This 


Sort of People ſeems to have found the Se- 


cret, in one Breath to deſire the Lord with 
the Publican, * Be merciſul to me a Sinner: 
And to thank him with the Phariſee, | that 
they are not as other Men are. 

I ſhall add but one Character more of Fana- 
5 ticifi n. For *tis impoſſible to give an Ac- 
Singular count of them all, and of all the ſtrange 


Symptoms Shapes it ſhews itſelf in. They are as va- 


rious as the Chimeras which an Imagination 
can bring forth whenever, it-is not conducted 
by Reaſon. We often Tee Fanatichs change 
their Countenance, to be violently moved, 
to ſhriek, weep, tremble, tall into Fits, or 
ihew other ſuc] Hike lamentable fh 

5 Theft 
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Theſe Avcidents:i in any aches? Cale, would 
be: look d upon as proceeding from a bad 
Diſpoſition of the Body, or Paroxyſms.of 
ſome Sickneſs: But in Fanaticiſm: they pals 
for ſevere Trials of the Faith, or for violent 
Aſſaults of Satan, who oppoſes the Conver- 
ſion of his Servants, or for ſtrong Opera- 
tions of God's Grace in endeaàvouring to 
break the Hardneſs. of an Heart, or for an 
Extraordinary Influence of the Spirit of God, 
to render a Man fit to receive ſupernatural 
-Enlightenings;: nay even the Gift of Pro- 
. 50 
In what Manner the a e RT SY in 
A us, how it is ſtirred up and heated, and how 
it affects our Bodies, is a Secret to me; and 
perhaps will remain a Myſtery, which, on 
Account of the narrow Bounds of our Under- 
ftanding, we never ſhall unfold. - But what 
is moſt certain and confirmed by Experience 
is, that this Faculty, whenever it is ex- 
tremely heated and not bridled by Reaſon, 
has an aſtoniſhing. Influence on the Body and 
all its different Parts. 
The Imagination, in the firſt Place, chiefly 
When it has a Bent to Sadneſs, changes the 
Look of a Fanatick, disfigures his Features, 
and gives him a gloomy and mournful Coun- 
Z tenance, by which he believes he ought 
diſtinguiſn himſelf from the World. He 
never can get rid of it, at leaſt not intirely:;; 
itt will mix itſelf even with his Mirth and 
1 - Gaiety and appear by his wild Looks and 
: oed Laughter. Sometimes his Imagina- 
a tion 


. 
3 
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tion works ſo much upon him as to male 
him bend bis Head like: a Bulraſb, and forces 
from his fearful Breaſt Sighs upon Sighs, 
if not on Account of his own — Cor- 
ruption, (which he cannot amend, and 
which likewiſe: according to his Opinioh, 
cannot be detrimental to him) at leaſt of tat 
of the World, which is void of the Spirit he is 
endowed with: So that it is not at all ftrange, 
that theſe pretended Ele& ſhould boaſt, that 
they know one another by their Looks. * =: 
Ho often do we ſee Women and young 
Girls of a whimſical Imagination, and unable 
to . govern their Paſſions, ſwoon away, pant, 
have Suffocations and convulfive Fits, 
the leaſt Attempt to thwart their Humour? 
Can we after this be aſtoniſh'd. to ſee ſuch 
like Accidents . to theſe weak Crea- 
tures, on their fancing, that the Devil, 
whom they repreſent to themſelves in the 
moſt hideous and terrifying Shape, holds them 
faſt in his Claws ? May not ſuch Effects 
cauſe an Impreſſion even on the ſtrongeſt 
Peaſant on his being amidſt People that are 
Worked upon in this Manner, eſpecially 
when he underſtands not whence this proceeds; 
and thus by the Surpriſe and Anguiſh he is 
—_ with . this Sight, becomes gradually 
dre to experience them himſelf. 
his is the ſooner brought about, when 
e People percetve, that this is a Means to 
get the Eſteem and Praiſe from the Specta- 
tors. Fhen they talk of nothing elſe but 
WIN | PTR, Viſions and Apparitions, which 
MY 06 they 
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Multitude : Yer 1 cannot ſee, Why this Kin 


tion may not as well, in good Earneft, boat 


(27) 
they boaſt of having been | favoured | vi * 
during the Time of their Swoon and 
Exrtaly. es 8 : 71 a i 


. | 8 1 
I will not deny that Impoſture has ſomèe- 


times a ſharein ſych'things, in Order tb dt) 
Eſteem and Veneration from the, crtdulo 


of Chimeras may not effeCtually enter inte a 
troubled Brain, as well as ſo many other 
Follies fix themfelves in that of a Man in ap 
high Fever, or why a diſorder' d Imaging. 


of being daily in Converfation with Jeſus 
; | Yo ts EN Wee 
Cbriſt, as a common Farmer pretend to be 


2 King; as one did, whom 1 met with 


ſome Years —_ EEC 

As the Object of our Dreams commanh 
conſiſts in Things we have the moſt buſied 
ourſelves with the Day before; is it not 
likewiſe very natural, that thoſe Ideas, Which 
continually rove about in the Brain of a Fa- 
:natick, ſhould preferit themſelves to his Ima- 
ination, when he is in Extaſy, and totally 
Fereft of the Uſe of his Senſes? | | 
Moreover, the Imagination has a mar- 
velous Power to perſuade us of Things which 
we like to believe. At firſt it only repreſents 


ſame, and our beholding them with Satisfac- 


them faintly ; but by often repeating the 


tion, they make as lively an Impreſſion as 
if their Objekts were really true. Thus we 


ſee, that Liars, by often repeating the ſame 
Lies, begin at laſt to believe them themſelves. 


There 


—ñ — — 
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There have been ſeen in former Times, in- 
fatuated Women, that believed themſelves to 


riding on a Broom-ftick: through the Chim- 
ney, to the Feaſt of their black Maſter, when 
by certain Drugs they. had ſufficiently. ſtupi- 
fied their Senſes, to give free Scope to their 
Imagination for employing itſelf in Viſions 
and Spirits. Why ſhould it be impoſſible to 
fall into the like Extravagances with reſpect 
to Objects of a different Nature ? Might one 
not likewiſe form to oneſelf falſe Ideas of thoſe 
Objects, capable of making on a Brain diſor- 
dered in another Manner, Impreſſions ſtrong 
enough to leave no more Room to doubt of 
their Reality, than there is of doubting of the 
moſt inconteſtible Truths. Tis in this, pro- 
bably, among other Things, in which conſiſts 
that ſtrong Deluſion, of which St. Paul ſays, 
that it ſhould make them believe a Lie. | 
What Thave been mentioning leads me to 
ſpeak here likewiſe a Word to thoſe, who, 
on Pretence of having ſupernatural Enlighten- 
ings, immediate Revelations and extraordinar' 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, claim an infallible 
Authority to publiſh their particular Doctrines, 
' pretending that every Believer ought to re- 
"ceive them as ſo many divine Truths, and 
with the ſame Reſpect as if they came from 
the Apoſtles themſelves. Whoever claims 
fuch an Authority, without giving Proofs 
thereof by Viſible and inconteſtible Miracles, 
is an arrant Fonatichs, or perhaps ſomething 
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{till worſe, an Impoſtor and Cheat. Tis not 


impoſſible, that a Man, for the better guiding 


of others in the Search after Truth, may have 
received from God a ſuperior Underſtanding 


and Knowledge, without being able to give 


Demonſtration thereof by Miracles; but 
then he will ſupport his Doctrine by ſolid 
Proofs and Reaſons, and thus make it worthy 
of being received by all ; not by Authority 


but by Conviction. Should Reaſon be de- 


ficient in the Support of it, and he pretend 


that his Doctrine is too ſublime for admitting 


Proofs of that Nature, let him produce a De- 
monſtration of Spirit and Power ;, that is to ſay, 
let him ſhew the Divinity of his Doctrine by 
the Power of Miracles and by extraordinary 
Signs of the Preſence of the Spirit of God in 
him. This we have an inconteſtible Right 
to demand of him. Did not the Apoſtles 
themſelves follow this reaſonable Method, 


when they undertook to propagate the Goſ- 


pel? Butſhould his Opinions be incompa- 
tible with ſound Reaſon and the Scripture, 
*twill be in vain for him to flatter himſelf that 
he has received them from the Spirit of God: 
Nay, the greateſt Miracles will then not be 
ſufficient to prove his having a divine Miſſion. 
I might add, that ſuch Pretences to an im- 
medlate Revelation overthrow that great 
Principle, common to all Proteſtants, viz. 
that the Holy Scripture 1s the only ſufficient 
and perfect Rule of our Faith and Conduct. 
I make an End here of my Deſcription of 
the Nature and COAT of . My 
ntent 
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Intent in the Beginning, was but to treat 


ſhortly of this Matter, but whilſt I was writ- 


ing, my Thoughts more and more extended 
themſelves, and I did not think proper to 
contract them: For it appear'd to me, that 


tha more cir cumſtantial I was in my Deſcrip - 


tion of Fanaticiſin, the leſs you would be ex- 
poſed to the being led away by the fine Ap- 
pearances it covers itſelf with, and the pom- 
pous Pretenſions it boaſts of. Thus I flatter 


- 


myſelf, that I have not loſt my Labour; at 


leaſt I ſhall, by means of what has already 
been ſaid, take Occaſion to be ſhorter in the 
Cautians which I now am going to give you 
againſt this dangerous Enemy. 


Axri- Don't think, dear Brethren, that the Evil 


cuz 1. againſt which I endeavour to ſecure you, and 


The fatal Shot 1 int 
pra, of 2Bainſt which I am exhorting you to be 


Fanaricihn Watchful, is of too little Importance to deſerve 
ſo much Stir and to have ſo much Zeal made 

Uſe of againſt it. The Picture I have already 

given of it, muſt make you ſenſible of the 
contrary. But in order to convince you the 

more of the Danger this Enemy threatens us 

with, and to raiſe in you a juſt Horror againſt 


all that has ages Affinity with it; I ſhall lay 


before you, in the firſt Place, thoſe pernicious 
Conſequences Fanaticiſin is productive of, as 
well with Regard to thoſe that give them- 
ſelves up to it, as to the true Religion. In 
the ſecond Place, I ſhall point out to you ſe- 
veral Circumſtances «hich in many Reſpects 
expoſe you to the Danger of being drawn in 
by it, as many others have been. Thence it 
= will 
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will appear, that in having directed to y 
4 my Babor tations againſt Pansen, I have 
1 not undertaken a ſuperfluous Labour; and 
you will thereby be the mare able to avoid 
0 with Care all the Steps that may lead you to 
a Jo fatal an Extravaganc X 


_. Conſider ſeriouſly, 1 beg of you, dear Brer 1ſt, It 
thren, that Fanaticiſm, by its Nature, tends to tende to 
draw us off from all reaſonable Religion; _ 
nay, to baniſh it entirely from the Hearts of Heart all 
ſuch as hearken to it. For how can a rea- reaſona- 
ſonable Religion find Place in ſuch as deſpiſe ble Reli- 
found 1 who renounce the Light it of- Sen. 
fers us, and who, in particular, won't admit | | 
its Dictates in religious Matterg. A, Reli- > 
gion which is not ſupported by Reaſon, or | 
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i contradicts it, is an unreaſonable Religion; 
d or in other Words, a mad, a frantick Reli- | 
0 gion: Whereas a Religion, which is agree | 
2 . 1 * Ep >: 5 
able to Reaſon, is alone worthy of a Man, is | | 
le alone conformable to the Faculties of a re- 1 
Y ſeonable Being, is alone that which can be | 
& * eſteemed the moſt glorious Privilege which | 
e we enjoy. Every other Doctrine, every other | 
S XZ Woxrlhip, is inconſiſtent with the Nature and | 
ſt Perfections of God, who is Reaſon and Wiſ- 
7 dom itſelf, and cannot but exceedingly diſ- 
2 pleaſe him. In ſhort, a Religion without 
8 9 is, in Reality, no Religion at all. 
— Chriſtianity, whereof we make Profeſſion, 
n map, in particular, glory in being a reaſonable | 
- Religion *: For it is grounded on ſalid | 
s Reaſons, and teaches nothing but what is | 
i 8 + * Rom, xii. 1, ; 
L 
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2585 reaſonable, honeſt and decent. Thus 
e more one ſtrives to baniſh Reaſon from 
Religion, the more unavoidably one departs 
from the true Nature of the Goſpel. If we 
Have à ſincere Regard for Chriſtianity,” if we 
look upon it as the-moſt precious Treaſure of 
5 Gur Souls, as a Gift of the Father of Light, 
or which we cannot -ſufficiently thank him, 
(land ſuch ought to be the Sentiments of every 


A e upright Chriſtian:) how careful ſhould we 


* * 
. 
—. 


be in guarding ourſelves againſt Fanaiidifm, 

as tis evident, that this Enemy deſtroys the 

very Marrow, Life and Strength of true Re- 
ligion, at the ſame Time that it clokes itſelf 
with that Name, and aſſumes the outward 

Appearance of it? 

And When once we have given rden up to 


opens Fanaticiſm and renounced Reaſon, we become 


uy 4g expoſed to all Manner of Seductions: There 


greateſt is no Abſurdity, no Doctrine ſo extravagant 


Errors. and pernicious, which may not enter "our 


Mind, and the craftier an Impoſtor is, the 
more Chance he has to lead us wherever he 
pleaſes. The Imagination is vain and fickle, 
and the Paſſions are blind in themſelves: If 
Reaſon ceaſes to hold the Rudder, we muſt 
unavoidably be carried away by the Wind of 
every Doctrine, provided it has only ſomething 
to ftrike our Imagination with and to move 
our Paſſions. The moſt expreſs Declarations 
in Holy Writ are then not able to prevent 
our being ſeduced, becauſe 'tis indifferent to 
us, whether the Interpretation given to them 
is agreeable, or contrary to Reaſon, Thus 
5 „ WS 
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we give ourſelves over to be toſs'd to and fro; 
as our whimſical — or 3 
Spirit drives us. 

A Seducer has here a fair Game to play. 
Provided he can talk well, and knows —_ to | 
fatter or trouble the Imagination, nothin f 
impoſſible for him to bring about. If * 
hear, to Day a Fanatick, who in his Enthuſi- | | 
aſm urges the Doctrine of Univerſal Grace as | | 
one. of the moſt important Articles of Reli- 4 
gion, we ſhall be ſtruck with his Reaſons, 
and receive the Doctrine he teaches, as Evan- 
gelical and Apoſtolical. Let us ſix Months 
after, or in leſs Time, when this Impreſſion 
is weakened, hear another Fanatick, who 1 
preaches abſolute Predeſtination in the ſtricteſt Fs | 
Senſe, and we ſhall admire the Strength of b 

his Proofs, and with no leſs Zeal follow him 
than we did the former; provided he can 
only bring about an Impreſſion on the ſenſible 
Souls of his Audience, ſuperior to that which 
remained in them from the Diſcourſe of the 
firſt. And indeed, as ſoon as we refuſe Rea- 
ſon to be our Guide, we may alike be Cal- 
viniſts, Lutherans, Mennoniſts, Socintans, Roman 
Catholicks, nay even Mahometans. And we 
really find Things of this Nature in the dif- 
ferent Societies of the Fanaticks. Such Incon- 
ſtancy in Sentiments and Faith, however, is | 
unworthy of a Being endowed with Reaſon, N 
and that loves Truth, and cannot but become 
very fatal to him: For 'tis expreſsly enjoined 
to Chriſtians, to be no more Children toſſed to 
and fro, and carried about with every Wind of 
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Doctrine, by the Shght of Men, and cunning 

| Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive *, 

With what Horror, therefore, ſhould we not 

view the Abyſs into which Fanaticiſm endea- 

vours to plunge uss 5 

2dly, Let your Horror ſtill increaſe, my Bre- 
21 thren, on conſidering, that Fanaticiſm, accord- 
cious to ing to the Deſcription we have given of it, 
all Moral deſtroys all moral Virtue. It openly cries 
Virtue. down its Value and Importance, and, by the 
Strength of its Illuſions, weakens and exter- 

minates that Obligation we lie under to fol- 


low its Precepts. I ſhall not recapitulate here 


what I have ſaid elſewhere of this Value, this 
Importance and Obligation F. If you have 
that Regard for Virtue and good Works 
which they deſerve, you muſt be ſenſible 
from their Nature itſelf, that in the Practice 
of them Religion eſſentially conſiſts, and that 
there can be no Religion without Virtue and 
good Works. You will likewiſe remember 
from Holy Wri, that the Goſpel exacts the 
Practice of Virtue as neceſſary, and exhorts 
the Faithful every where in the moſt preſſing 
Manner to the Obſervance of it: Nay, you 
mult believe as an inconteſtible Truth, that 
we ſhall be judged according to our Works, 
and conſequently, that it is of the greateſt 
Importance to have them directed by Virtue. 
| Now as it is evident, that, in order zo re- 
main ſtedfaſt and immoveable in the Work of the 
Lord, notwithſtanding the many and ſtrong 
Temptations that inceflantly ſurround us, we 
e 5 - un 
*  Epheſ.-iv. 14. + See the Treatiſe quoted page 5. 
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are in great Need of being continually ex- 


(om and ſpurred on to our Duties: What 
Al horrence ought we not to have to Fanati- 
ciſm, that Spirit of Illuſion, which unlooſens 
all theſe Tyes, and not only, never or ſeldom 


urges the Neceſſity of Virtue and good 


Works, but even is ſo audacious as to main- 
tain, that the preſſing of this Article is put- 
ting the Cart before the Horſe; that the Su- 
preme Being takes no Notice of the Actions 


of Men; that the Goſpel preſcribes no Law, 


but only offers Grace; that it doth not de- 
mand that we ourſelves ſhould do any thin 

but only believe; in one Word, that Moral 
Virtue 1s of no Value in Religion, but quite 
contemptible; that the Kernel and Marrow 
of Religion conſiſt in an inward Feeling of 
Grace, in Emotions of the Heart, in Raptures 
of the Soul; and that it is even dangerous to 
make too much Account of Virtue, becauſe 
this would be leſſening God's free Grace. 
What 1s the Conſequence that reſults imme- 
diately from theſe dangerous Principles? 
None elſe but what the Apoſtle rejects with 
ſo much Indignation, viz. Let us continue in 
Sin, thet Grace may abound *. How ill in- 
formed muſt a Conſcience be, that is darken'd 
by ſuch Clouds as theſe ? How faint muſt ſuch 
a Perſon's Endeavours be to do Good, ſince 
he imagines he can gain nothing by it? How 
eaſily muſt one that thinks ſo, be brought to 
give himſelf up to all Manner of Vices, ex- 
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* Rom. vi. 1. 
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cept he is ſtill withheld in ſome Manner by 


a natural Averſion againſt doing evil ? 

Such as endeavour to deceive themſelves 
and others, and make it their Buſineſs to con- 
ciliate Religion with their Vices and the En- 
joyment of all that flatters their Paſſions, 
cannot but extremely reliſh the Principles 
of Fanaticiſm. They naturally muſt receive 
them with great Eagerneſs. Their Mind finds 
there Repoſe and Tranquility. No ſuch pain- 


ful Precept as that of working our Salvation 


with Fear and Trembling is urged there; nor 
are they deſired to quit their ill Habits, be 
they never ſo inveterate, and to pluck out of 
their Heart thoſe Paſſions which have taken 
the deepeſt Root there. And yet theſe Peo- 
ple boaſt, that the Holy Spirit dwells in them, 
and that they are in an intimate Communion 
with God ; to whom they likewiſe leave the 
Care of directing the Sentiments of their 
Heart as well as their Conduct. Can there 
be Principles more contrary to the Practice 
of the Commandments of God, and more 
conducive to the Deſtruction of all Virtue ? 
It our Saviour aſſerted that his Miracles could 
not be the Effect of the Power of Belzebub, 
| becauſe his Doctrine with the greateſt Force 
attacked Satan's Empire, that 13, Sin : Which 
Empire, that of God, or that of Satan muſt 
we hold that theſe People advance, who with 
ſo much Zeal attack the Practice of Virtue ? 
Whenceſoever this Spirit that animates them, 
may proceed from, *tis undoubtedly true, that 
it cannot come from God, 


Let 
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Loet us further obſerve, dear Brethren, that 3dly,Fara 


whenever we ſuffer ourſelves to be blinded b 
Fanaticiſm, we contract a great Diſpoſition to 


ſubmit to the Yoke of human Authority in ligion, the 


Religion. A Fanatickwho ſtrives to get Adhe- 
rents, muſt arrogate to himſelf an abſolute 
Power over them ; and theſe cannot deny 
him any thing on that Head, when once they 
have yielded Belief to his Pretenſions. In- 
deed, if it is the Spirit of God that influences 
him, has he not an indiſputable Right to de- 
mand, that his Inſtructions be received as ſo 
many Oracles, and his Orders be obeyed, as 
if they were the Voice of God or that of his 


Son. Such as follow him, can they call in 


Queſtion the Infallibility of the Spirit that 


ſpeaks to them by his Mouth? And never- 
theleſs what Spirit is this in Reality, let us 
aſk? A mere Imagination, a vain Preten- 
ſion inſpired by Pride. *Tis therefore evi- 


dent, that ſuch as give themſelves up to be 


directed by ſuch a Spirit, ſubject their Faith 
and Conſcience to a moſt ſhameful] Slavery, 
and ſet up for abſolute Maſters in the Religion 
of a mad and preſumptuous Set of Mor- 
tals. 


If you want convincing Inſtances of ſuch 


like Slavery, you need but caſt your Eyes 
on the many monaſtick Orders in the Church 
of Rome. They all owe their Riſe to Fana- 
ticiſm: The Article of blind Obedience is 
carried there to that Pitch, that People re- 


nounce even the Uſe of their own Reaſon, 


and in obeying the Commands of their Su- 
D 3 periors, 


ticiſm in- 
troduces 
into Re- 


Yoke of 


human 


Authority. 
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periors, ſcru le not to violate the Laws both 


of God and Man. Now, to introduce ſuch , 
like human Power into Religion, is to deſtro 
its true Nature and Effence, tis changing th 
divine Worſhip into a Homage, of which 
Men are alone the Object; tis rendering to 
weak Creatures that Honour which is b 
due to God, and which we deprive hi 
of. *Tis in particular, ſhameful to us Chrif- 
tians, fooliſhly to ſuffer ourſelves to be per- 
ſuaded to become Slaves of Men, we, __ 
Jeſus Chriſt bas bought at ſo dear a Pri ord and 
tor whom be has given himſelf, to purify unto 
' bimſelf a peculiar People zealous of good} Zarks of 
Though the 7anaticks generally ſpeak much 
of the Death of Jeſus Chriſt; though they 
employ the - ſtrongeſt Expreſſions to  embel- 
liſh, or rather to disfigure that Article of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine; though they make Uſe 
of what is moving and affecting in that Part 
of the Hiſtory af the Goſpel, A order to ſtir 
up the de of tender Hearts: Yet, 
by what has been ſaid before, tis eaſy to be 
perceived, that in Reality, all they do is dimi- 
niſhing the Value and Efficaciouſneſs of the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; that inſtead of preach- 
ing this divine Saviour, 'tis themſelves they 
preach ; z and that they abuſe his Death, in 
order to weaken or even to extinguiſh in- 
tirely in the Hearts of Chriſtians, a Zeal for 
good Works ; and to draw from this good 
Maſter. who has given himſelf for us, as 


many of his own People as they can. But 
wis x the Way. ' I 


1 


4 


39 
I perceiye, that I inſenſibly fall in again 4thly, Fa- 


with a Remark I have already made, viz. "in is 
that Fanaticiſm deſtroys all Virtue. This lies f 


duction to 


the moſt heavy upon my Heart and makes all Crimes. 

anaticiſin extremely odious in my Eyes; *tis 
a Conſideration which ſpurs me on more than 
any other, to exert myſelf againſt this Mon- 
ſter. Beſides I have not exhauſted that Sub- 
ject ſo far, that I ſhould; not be able to add 
ſomething further. There is Room to make 
you ſtill more ſenſible on this Head of that 
Venom. which Fanatici/ſm carries along with 
it. Its dangerous Nature, and a ſorrowful 
ixperience, give me but too much Occaſion 
to enlarge here upon. 

I haye ſhewed above, that Faniticiſin robs 
Virtue of its Force, and deſtroys all the Tyes 
to moral Obligations. I add here, that-it is 
able, whenever it has the Upperhand, to 
hurry its Followers to the greateſt Crimes. It 
has but too often ſignalized itſelf in this Re- 


ple may be led, whom the ſtrongeſt Tyes of 
Reaſon and Conſcience can keep no longer 
within Bounds, and who only follow a diſ- 
ordered Imagination and Paſſions without 
Reſtraint. In Caſe they have a natural In- 
clination to ſome Vice, or a great Senſibility 
for certain ſeducing Impreſſions, and their 
Education, or an Habit has produced and 
entertained violent Deſires in their Heart; 
they will not fail to ſatisfy them; they will 
give themſelves up to their Bias without Re- 
| „ ſerve, 
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ſerve, unleſs Shame keeps them back. And 
this Shame itſelf they will lay aſide, when 
they are among People of their Party, or 
when this Party is grown ſtrong enough to 
have nothing more to apprehend from others. 
Their wicked Impudence may then even 
carry them ſo far as to canoniſe their Crimes 
and make them paſs for Duties of 8 
and Suggeſtions of the Holy Spitit. 
It leads The Fanaticks, though they come to. you. in 
in particu- Shoeps Cloathing, are "nevertheleſs inwardly 
lar to the avening Wolves *. Whilſt their Party is ill 
Denying 
of Tole: weak, and they are about gaining People over 
dation. to their Sect, they fpeak of nothing but 
Charity and Toleration. Yet no ſooner have 
they got the Upperhand; but they make it 
appear, that they are the moſt implacable 
and violent Perſecutors of all that won't hear 
them: Nay, their Arrogance, Animoſity, 


and Fury, oftentimes breaks out ſooner than is 


ſuitable to their Intereſt. They begin too ſoon 
to cry down and condemn as Hereticks and 
Infidels ſuch well-meaning Chriſtians as won't 
ſide with them; whereby they plainly ſhew, 
by what Spirit they are led. What can be 
expected after this, from People, ſhould 
they once get Footing, who reject the moral 
Diſtinction between juſt and unjuſt, who. 
cover their Deſigns, Undertakings and Paſ- 
ſions, with the facred Vail of an immediate 
and infallible Inſpiration of the Spirit of 
God; who Pretena that the World, with all 
the e Bleſſings of God, are defigned only for the 
OS Re- 
* Matth. vii. re: 
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ee and that all others are to be 
looked upon as unjuſt Poſſeſſors of them? 
Surely, nothing elſe but the moſt horrible Ini- 
quities, on Pretence of doing God Service 
thereby. 

a Fanaticiſm 1 is always buſy, always in Mo- 
tion to get its Imaginations received as cer- 
tain Truths, and to make a powerful Party. 
It ſticks at nothing, provided it may be ſer- 
viceable to this End. And as that Obliga- 
tion, which Morality lays upon us, to ſpeak 
the Truth, is little minded by Fanaticks ; if 


ſo be that in ſome Manner they ſtill ſeruple 
to act againſt it, they eaſily employ Crafti- 
neſs and Artifices whenever they appear to 


favour their Views. Nay, if this Intereſt, 


which they call the Cauſe of God, requires it, 
they fall to forging of Falſehoods and Lies. 
No 1 0 no Impoſture 15 too heinous for 


them, whenever they can cover 1t with the ſa- 
cred Vail of Religion, and ſerves them to de- 


ceive a credulous Multitude. Yet Fraud: 
and Lies, whatſoever Pretence they may be 


coloured with, ought to be looked upon as 


moſt ſhocking Crimes, eſpecially when they 
are made Uſe of in Things of the greateſt” 
Importance, as is Religion. The Devil is the 


Father of Lies* : And whoever is of him, who- 


ever loveth and makes a Lie, is expreſsly ex- 


cluded from the Kingdom of God . 


To F raud. 


Such as give themſelves up to Faraticiſm, To Drun- 
often become liable to Drunkenneſs. They kenneſs. 


are at leaſt in great Danger of falling into this 
„ Vice, 
* John viii. 44. + Revelat. xxii. 1 5. 


To Impu- 
rity. 
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Mi (as is eaſy to be conceived on conſider- 

g that they make no Account of moral Du- 
959 . when they have a Bias to Exceſs 
and Voluptuouſneſs. What contributes much 


thereto in many of them, is the bad Effect 


Fanaticiſm has on their Body. They fall into 
Fits, the Body is thereby weaken'd, and 
though they aſcribe all this to the Working 
of the Spirit of God in them, yet they find 
need of Cordials and Reſtoratives. As ſtrong 
Liquors, which beſides, are not diſagreeable 
to the Palate, can afford this Aſſiſtance, they 
take a little of them, and finding that their 
Imagination is thereby heated, and their Paſ- 
ſions become more eafy to 'be ſtirred up, 
which in the Eyes of a Fanatick is the hap- 
pieſt State he can be in : He the more wil- 
lingly has Recourſe to this Remedy on the 
firſt Opportunity. The more he ales himſelf 
to it, the more it grows a Cuſtom upon him, 
and the more the Need he has of them in- 
creaſes It ſoon happens, that he cannot any' 
more without the Aſſiſtance of theſe ſpirituous 
Liquors, call the Spirit to him, or preſerve 
bimſelf in a Diſpoſition of receiving it; eſpe- 
cially when old Age has diminiſhed in him 
the Fire of his Imagination, and flaken'd the 
Fervency of his Paſſions. 


Has not fad Experience made it often ap- 


pear, that even Impurity, that infamous Vice, 
has crept into Fanatici/m, and that by Means 
of this Vail it has not only tranſgreſſed the 
ordinary Rules of Decency and Honour, but 
even violated the ſacred Bonds of Marriage. 


When 


sf 
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When People give themſelves over to carnal 
Voluptuouſneſs, tis the Imagination above 
all, that ſeduces and draws them into it: This 
Faculty being heated, the Paſſions ſtirred up 
ede ne and neither one nor the other 
giving Way to the Empire of Reaſon and 


Virtue; *tis eaſy for impure Deſires to inſi- 


nuate themſelves and keep Footing, chiefly 
in the Hearts of young People who are more 


ſuſceptible of them. This muſt chiefly hap- 
pen to ſuch as lived a diſorderly Life, before 


. 
* 


they gave themſelves up to Fazaticiſm. Theſe 
ſhameful Deſires hide themſelves at firſt un- 
der the Appearance of a quite ſpiritual Incli- 
nation and Love, which nevertheleſs in Re- 
ality is nothing elſe but an Effect of. Paſſion; 
Fanaticiſm being incapable to produce any 
other. They entertain and fortify themſelves 
more and more, always under Pretence of a 


on and meerly inward Union, till they 


>me to that Height as to dare to ſhew them- 
felves openly and deſire to be ſatisfied. And 
if then this horrible Deſign ſucceeds, *tis ow- 
ing alone to the Help of Fanaticiſm, and to 
the Means of an abſolute Authority which it 
has inveſted certain Perſons with, and a blind 
Obedience to which it has ſubjected others. 
Even in the Time of St. Paul, People were 
found, who crept into Houſes, and led captive 
filly Women laden with Sins, led away with di- 
vers Luſts *, But let us draw a Curtain be- 
fore theſe bigotted Love-Prankks. 


When 


® 2 Timoth. i, 6. 
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moſt 
wicked 


againſt 
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When Fanaticiſm has got the Upperhand 
and works with all its Fe orces, tis not only 


Attempts able to corrupt Religion, but even to over- 


throw Civil Society. The Spirit which ani- 
mates it is too eminent, too divine, to ſubject 
itſelf to any human Power; on the contrary, 
all muſt buckle to and obey its Orders. A 
Fanatick in his Dreams often ſees an earthly 


Kingdom, where the Faithful exerciſe an ab- 


ſolute Power over the World. Now if he is 


ſupported by a powerful Party, why ſhould 


he not take it into his Head that this happy 
Time is come? Woe then to that Part of the 
Human Race, that falls not in with the ſame 
Follies. He ſpares nothing to procure Suc- 
ceſs to his wild Projects, and ſcruples not to 


attempt Things of the greateſt Temerity, 


committing the moſt barbarous Violences, 
raiſing Seditions, nay, even acting a Fury it- 
ſelf. In ſhort, Fanaticiſm, when it is arrived 


to its Height, is naturally diſpoſed, with 


Haughtineſs and Inſolence to trample under 
Foot whatſoever Things are true, whatſoever 
Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things are Juſt, 
whatſoever Things are pure, whatſoever Things 
are lovely, whatſoever Things are of good Re- 


port, if there be any Virtue and if there be any 


Praiſe *. Do you deſire an Inſtance of. it, 
dear Brethren? Caſt but your Eyes on the 


Impieties and Wickedneſſes, that were com- 


mitted above two Centuries ago, by the Ana- 


 baptifts at Munſter. Tis impoſſible to think 


on thoſe abominable Exceſſes without Horror. 
Here 


* Philipp. iv. 8. 


4 
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Here Fanaticiſm was arrived to the higheſt 
Pitch it could arrive to. This Inſtance will 
convince you, that the Deſcription I give you 
of Fanaticiſm, how dreadful ſoever it is, is 
nevertheleſs not exaggerated. 

I hope what I have advanced will be rightly 
underſtood. I only ſay, that Fanaticiſm being 
arrived to its higheſt Pitch, is in its Nature 
capable of producing thoſe terrible Effects 
which I have mention'd. My Meaning is 
not to accuſe all Fanaticks, or any one among 
them of ſuch Crimes, nor do I ſuſpect them 
thereof. I ſuppoſe, that the greateſt Part are 
far from being willing to give into ſuch like 
Exceſſes, and that many of them even have 
a great Averſion to them. But when a Man 
once has renounced Reaſon, and given him- 
ſelf up to the Conduct of blind Guides, vzz. 
his Imagination and Paſſions, who can mark 
the Bounds beyond which 'tis not to be feared 
he may go? Tis in Things of this Nature 
the ſame as it is with Crimes in general. 
Men do not arrive all at once to the higheſt 
Degree of Wickedneſs. The Corruption 
increaſes by Time, and is gradually rooted 
in the Heart. It appears by what I have ſaid, 
how much Fanaticiſm facilitates ſuch a Pro- 

reſs. 

We tremble, dear Brethren, at the Idea of 
thoſe terrible Exceſſes I have repreſented to 
you. With what Attention therefore ought 
not every Chriſtian that loves Virtue, to ſtand 
upon his Guard, that he may not receive into 
his Soul the leaſt Seed of Fanaticiſm, of this 

„ | | veno- 


pthly, Fa- 
naticiſm is 
infinitely 
prejudi- 
cial to the 
Welfare 
of parti- 
cular 
Perſons 
that give 
them- 
ſelves 

| to its 


Illuſions. 
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venomous Plant, which is no ſooner arrived 
to its intire Growth, but it produces bitter 


and deadly Fruits? 


What I have ſaid hitherto might ſuffice : io 
engage you to. be upon your Guard again 

Fanaticiſm, to fear it, and even to inſpire you 
with the greateſt Horror againſt it. Let us, 
however, add, that it, even with Reſpect to 


this Life, draws upon thoſe that 1 to 


it, moſt deplorable C onſequences. How many 
People doth it not, by the mad Zeal it in- 
ſpires them with, cauſe to neglect the Care 
they ought to have for their temporal Affairs, 
Profeſſion and F amily? How many are there, 
who, infatuated with its Chimeras, willingly 
ſacrifice their Subſtance, in order to propagate 


and perpetuate them; whilſt others, whoſe 


Views are leſs diſintereſted, enrich themſelves 


at the Expence of the firſt? ? Theſe at length, 


when the Charm is over and the Spirit va- 
niſhed away, regret but too late, the Sums 
they have loſt, and lament their having been 
the Sport of ich Illuſions. 

But this is not the greateſt Evil to which 
Fanaticiſm expoſes us. There is one ſtill more 
terrible which I ſhall mention. Fanaticiſin 
not only blends and confounds all the Ideas 


* e in thoſe unha "ÞPY People whom 


it ſeduces, but oftentimes deprives them even 
of the Uſe of their Reaſon, and throws them 
into downright Madneſs, or the greateſt De- 


ſpair. Examples of it are not wanting. Paſ- 


ſions that are always in Action, always im- 
Petuous, are already a Kind of Folly, which 
con- 
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continually increaſing, is at laſt turned into 
a Habit, and becomes fatal to the Under- 
ſtanding and Reaſon. Feeble Brains cannot 
endure the Racks and perpetual Tranſports 
of an Imagination that is continually agitated, 
and continually in Diſorder : Tranſports, 
however, which are neceſſary to him, that 
wants to excite and entertain within himſelf 
that pretended Illumination of the Spirit, in 
which Fanaticiſm conſiſts. Beſides this, when 
pious Souls endeavour to conciliate thoſe de- 
fective, abſurd and contradictory Ideas which 
Fanaticiſm gives; it may eafily happen that 
they loſe their Underſtanding, and fall into 
a kind of Delirium, which oftentimes dege- 
nerates into perfect Madneſs and Rage; Nay, 
even when ſuch Perſons, by the Bleſſing of 
God, and the Uſe of proper Remedies recover, 
there nevertheleſs remains, for the greateſt 
Part, a Sort of Weakneſs and Indiſpoſition, 
which always gives Room for apprehending 
a Relapſe. But to theſe terrible Accidents 
are ſuch only liable as moſt earneſtly ſtick to 
Fanaticiſm: Such as are only ſlightly given to 
it have nothing to fear, becaule they are un- 


der little or no Concern about the Difficulties 
of their Syſtem. 


When Perſons whoſe Temper has a Turn 
to Melancholy, fall into the Deluſions of 
Fanaticiſm, if they do not feel thoſe lively 
Impreſſions of the Spirit, that Illumination 
which the others boaſt of as an interior Ex- 
perience of Grace; if this ſorrowful Privation 
holds on, what is the natural Conſequence 
thereof? Thoughts that have ſo afflicting a 
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Matter for their Object, cauſe Trouble to the 
Soul; ſuch People imagine that they have no 
Grace further to expect, and as Reprobates 
are to all Eternity excluded from God's Fa- 
vour: Thus having no ſound Ideas of Reli- 
gion which might pacify them, they ſink un- 
der the Weight of Deſpair and all the direful 
Attendants chat accompany it. Experience 
has too often verified this. Old People in 
particular, have been found to end their Ca- 
reer in this tragical Manner: For Age having 
extinguiſhed in them the Fire of their Ima- 
gination and Paſſions, they can no more ex- 
perience thoſe inward Impreſſions, thoſe lively 
Emotions, the Feeling whereof flatter'd them 
ſo much, and which they fooliſhly took for a 
Pledge of their Regeneration, and a ſure Sign 
the Spirit of God gave them of its Commu- 
nion with them. Such is the terrible Abyſs, 
into which oftentimes thoſe caſt themſelves 
headlong, who in Matters of Religion forſake 
the prudent Directions of Reaſon, and leave 
themſelves to the Conduct of their Imagina- | 
tion and Paſſions. | = 
6thly, | Laſtly, (For 'tis Time I ſhould begin to 
Fanaticiſm take in Hane the remaining Parts of this m 
Relei Letter) among the many dad Effects of Fa- 
e naticiſm, this is not the leaſt, that it tends to 
tempt. Expoſe Religion to Contempt, and to make 
it cheap in the Eyes of Atheiſts, Deiſts, and 
all ſuch as have no ſincere Affection for it. 
By Reaſon alone we can ſtop the Mouths of 
theſe People; and ris alone by ſolid Argu- 
ments we Convince the incredulous, and bring 


them 
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them to acknowledge the Truth and Divinity 
of the Goſpel. The continual Practice of 
moral Virtues is the moſt beautiful Ornament 
of Religion; this renders it amiable and dear 
to all that are Upright, and makes aſhamed { 
ſuch as ſtand up againſt it. This is that 
Light, which true Chriſtians muſt let ſhine be- 
fore Men, that they, ſeeing their good Works, 
may be incited 2 glorify their Father which is 
in Heaven *. But when inſtead of this, Chi- 
meras and Dreams of an airy Imagination, 
which in themſelves deſerve to be ſcoffed at, 
are given out for Religion; what Advantage 
muſt its Enemies not reap therefrom? They 
are ready to caſt on Religion in general that 
Blame, which is applicable only to theſe Ex- 
travagancies; they repreſent it as an human 
Invention, as the Production of a terrified 
and diſorder'd Imagination; and often ſuc- 
ceed, chiefly when Intereſt and Paſſions are 
on their Side, in rendering it ſuſpicious and 
contemptible to ſuch ſuperficial Underſtand- 
ings as never ſtudied its true Principles, be- 


cauſe they never examined any thing to the 
Bottom. 1 


Neither can rational People reliſh thoſe 
Exceſſes which Fanaticiſim carries on under 
Pretence of Religion. On the contrary, they 
become prejudiced againſt Religion itſelf, 
= whoſe ſacred Name Fanatici/m takes upon it- 

= Afſelf and diſgraces, and they judge no more 
f but on very falſe Ideas. Look there, (ſay 
People that are uncertain and wavering in 
= 4 | 3 Mat- 
” = | „Matth. v. 16. 
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Matters of 1 . Influence vali 
Imaginations and frivolous Terrors have on a 
blind Multitude, and how great a Party Fa- 
naticiſimn can make itſelf by that Means! Why 
ſhould. one not think, that Chrif# and the 
Apoſtles could have propagated their Doctrine 
in the ſame Manner, and caſt a Miſt before 
the Eyes of the World, which then was no 
wiſer than now, without doing real Miracles? 
Such as ſpeak thus, don't conſider that there 
is an infinite Difference in theſe two Caſes, 
as well with regard to the Miracles, as che 
Doctrine ſupported thereby. Jeſus Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles by their Preaching aimed at 
nothing elſe but to root out the vulgar Pre- 
judices; whereas Fanaticiſm has at all Times 
made uſe of them as the Baſis of its whole 
Edifice. Tis therefore viſible, that Fanati- 
ciſi countenances the Progreſs of Incredulity, 
Impiety and Atheiſm. 

The Fanaticks themſelves very often help 
to ſtrengthen the Party of Irreligion. For 
having been the Sport of a great Number of 
Imaginations, one always more extravagant 
than the other, and perceiving at laſt their 
Miftake, yet without knowing the - ſolid 
Foundation on which Religion is built; 
they conclude in one Breath, with that Pre- 
ci pitation and Temerity which is common to 
them, that upon the whole, it. is no more 
worthy of their Attention, than the different 


Chimeras they have hitherto been deluded 
With. 


If 


g 
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. If areore, dear Brethren, you have that 


big h and ſincere Eſteem for Religion, Virtue 


— Chriſtian Faith, which they deſerve; if 


you value good Manners; if the Salvation of 
your immortal Souls is dear unto you, a Sal- 
vation to which you cannot come but by the 
Way God's Grace has mark'd out for you, 
chat is to ſay, by a reaſonable Faith, and by 
pure Virtue; ſhun Fanaticiſm as che moſt 
dangerous Plague that can be: For you ſee 


that it deſtroys all that is reaſonable, all that 


is agreeable to God, all that concerns your 
eternal Happineſs. 


I believe, dear Brethren, that IT have ſaid 


ARTI- 


enough againſt Fanaticiſin to cauſe in you a cuz 3. 


The 
Cauſes of 
Fanaticiſu 


very Juſt Averſion to it. *Tis poſſible, how- 
ever, that this Averſion might not be a Pre- 
ſervative powerful enough to you: For there 
are Diſpoſitions in the Conſtitutions of Man, 
and Circumſtances in the preſent State of 
Chriſtendom extremely favourable to Fana- 
ticiſm, whereof it knows very well how to take 
Advantage, and by the Means of which can 
make its Way when you the leaſt are aware 
of it. I ſhall therefore lay before you thoſe 

Diſpoſitions and Circumſtances, in order that 
you may the better know the Danger againſt 
which I am endeayouring to caution you; 3 
and not find it ſtrange that Fanaticiſin makes 
a fudden 'and conſiderable Progreſs, and 
draws a great Number of People to its Party. 
Thus ſhould it happen to you to be Witneſſes 
of ſuch like Events, you will be the leſs 
amazed at them, and not be tempted to be- 


E 2 | lieve 


1ſt Cauſe. 
Igno- 
rance of 


Religion. 


the Example ot their Parents, Friends, and 


„ 
lieve them to be the Effect of a ſupernatural 
Power. 

I rank, in the firſt Place, that profound and 
deplorable Ignorance which is to be met with 
among, the Generality oi Men, though they 
bear the Name of Chriſtians. How many 
are there that ſcarce think on Religion, and 
whoſe Pleaſures and temporal Affairs are the 
only Things that ingroſs their Thoughts? 
Others that are ſomething better, know in 
general, that there is a Neceſſity of being re- 
ligious, or at leaſt they are willing to ſuppoſe 
it neceſſary; but how would they be puzzled, 


were they obliged to explain what the Grounds 


of Religion are, wherein its Nature conſiſts, 
and what is neceſſary to be known and. to be 
done in order to deſerve the Name of a re- 
ligious Man? And if there are others, who 
ſtill remember -ſomething of the Diſcourſes 
they have heard on ſome Truths of Religion; 
they nevertheleſs muſt be number'd among 
the Blind and Ignorant, becauſe all they know 


conſiſts but in unconnected Fragments and 
Scraps they have gathered here and there, 
and which they know not how to ſet together 


in a reaſonable and coherent Manner. 

I don't think I ſhould exaggerate in aver- 
ring, that there are twenty Chriſtians to one, 
who are Chriſtians only. by Cuſtom and with- 
out knowing why; who call themſelves of the 


Religion they profeſs for no other Motive 


than to be conformable to the Faſhion of the 
Country they are born in, or to follow blindly 


ſuch 
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ſuch among whom they live, (not to mention 
at preſent Principles of a worſe Kind). This 
is the State of Chriſtianity in Cities and moſt 
populous Places, where one might expect to 
find the moſt Knowledge, and the Minds of 
People the beſt cultivated. *Tis infinitely 
worſe in the Country, where Chriſtian Edu- 
cation in general is ſo much neglected, and 
where there is ſo little Opportunity of In- 
ſtruction, that it is much if they can attain to 
read and write. 

That Principle of the Roman Church ſo 
favourable to Superſtition, that the ſtudy and 
thorough Knowledge of Things belonging to 
Religion ought to be left only to the Clergy, 
bears but too much Sway among us. It were 
to be wiſhed, that even all they had a perfect 
Knowledge of it! Bur if I dare ſpeak the 
Truth, *tis far from being ſo. The greateſt 
Part of them are content if they can every 
Sunday for an Hour or two diſcourſe from 
the Pulpit on Things that are commonly but 
ill-connected together, and oftentimes with- 
out underſtanding themſelves the Subject on 
which they are ſpeaking. How many are 
there that would be put to a Nonplus, were 
they obliged to explain Religion in the 
Whole and in all its Parts, and to deduce it 
from its firſt Principles, or to demonſtrate in 
a juſt and preciſe Manner the Truth and Di- 
vinity of the Goſpel? And indeed it muſt be 
owned, that they have had but little Means 
to acquire a more extenſive Knowledge; 
which may in ſome Meaſure plead their Ex- 

2 Is. 
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cuſe. But this is no Argument at all again 
its being true, that the greateſt Part of Chriſ- 
tians is immerſed: in ſo deep an Ignorance as 
cannot be ſufficiently lamented.  _ 
This is the very Thing which gives an 
Entrance to Fanaticiſin pat, all its Chimeras : 
For in Reality, what Oppoſition can Fanati- 
ciſm find from People, who in Matters of 
Religion have never made much, or any 
Uſe of their Reaſon, and, if I may ſo expreſs 
myſelf, ſuffered it to grow ruſty? There is 
nothing which they may not be made to re- 
ceive as Religion, becaufe they do not know 
its true Nature, or have very imperfect Ideas 
of it. If they have once in their Lives made 
Confeſſion of their Faith, as *tis term'd, it 
has not been in Conſequence of a rational 
Judgment: They have taken a Religion by 
Chance: They can eaſily digeſt the moſt ab- 
ſurd Ideas of it; and with the ſame Readineſs, 
go over to a new Doctrine, whenever it 
{ſtrikes their Imagination with ſomething that 
appears marvellous to them, or moves their 
Paſſions: Incapable of trying the Spirits whe- 
ther they are of God, they believe, without ex- 
amining, every Spirit that offers itſelf to them, 
and can produce ſome Emotion in their Soul. 
. Groſs Ignorance is the Mother of that 
a Admiration which makes People gaze 
and ſtare at the Sight of every new and ex- 
traordinary Thing that preſents itſelf, and 
_ receive immediately, as by a Kind of Con- 
tagion, dangerous Impreſſions . therefrom. 
_ Thus Hiſtory teaches us, that in the moſt 
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dark Ages and amongſt the moſt ignorant and 
uncultivated People, Fanaticiſm has always 
made the greateſt and moſt rapid Progreſs. 


Not only Reaſon in the greateſt Part of 2d Cauſe. 


Chriſtians has been ill cultivated, but even Errone- 
ous Prin- 


; ? ciples 
too often given a wrong Turn to their Minds 3 


and produced in them a falſe Taſte ex- in many 
tremely favourable to Fanaticiſm. What I Places. 
advance here will perhaps be offenſive to 


the Religion which they have embraced, has 


ſome Perſons. But I cannot help taking 
Notice of it, and intelligent People know the 
Reality of what I ſay. In almoſt all the 
Communions which at this Day divide Chril- 
tendom (and when has it been better ſince the 
Time of the Apoſtles?) a Door is open'd to 
Fanaticiſm, by rendering Reaſon ſuſpected in 
Matters of Religion, and maintaining ſeveral 


falſe Propoſitions as important Truths. 


How many Prejudices do we not meet with 
among Chriſtians contradictory, in a molt di- 
rect manner, to good Senſe, and which, never- 
theleſs are inculcated as ſo many eſſential 
Points and capital Truths af Religion? Emi- 
nent Divines, and after them, entire Societies, 
have formed to themſelves the moſt unreaſon- 
able Ideas of God, his Dealings with Man- 
kind, his Grace, the Redemption of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſome other Articles. They re- 
preſent to themſelves that Being, who is all 
Holineſs and Goodneſs, as a violent Tyrant 
that acts only by Caprice and Selt-Will. 
The Children ſuck in theſe Doctrines with 


their Mother's Milk; their Mind is poſſeſſed 


9 there- 
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therewith before they have Strength to guard 
themſelves againſt them; and afterwards they 
hear theſe Things held forth in Sermohs' as 
eſſential Articles of Faith. 

What a ſtrange Idea do not many People 
form to themſelves of Faith? Juſt as if the 
Merit and Excellency of it were in Propor- 
tion to the Unreaſonableneſs and Abe, 
of the Doctrine to be believed. 

Others again, deſpiſe ſound Chriſtian Mo- 
rality, and endeavour to abate the Value of 
Virtue, nay, even to deſtroy it. Now when 
we are inured in ſuch like Sentiments, can 
we be much diſpoſed to hear found Reaſon? _ 
Is it not natural, on the contrary, that we 
ſhould reject its Lights as falſe and deceitful ? 

Many Divines, tar from making Uſe of 
Juſtneſs and Solidity in their Inſtructions, 
and urging a judicious Inquiry into Religion, 
openly withſtand Reaſon and omit nothing to 
exterminate its Uſe; and the People readily 
follow their Footſteps: How many Divines 
are there, who confine their whole Labour in 
Divinity to the Straining of their Imagina- 
tion in finding out of Figures, Images, Em- 
blems, Types, and other Things of that 
Taſte; and the more ſingular they are, and the 
leſs they can be conciliated to one another, 
the more they are pleaſed with them? Theſe 
fine Diſcoveries are given out for the Marrow 
and Quinteſſence of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
for ſublime Myſteries of Prophetic Divinity. 
And nevertheleſs they are nothing elſe but 
| Phantoms, which the Imagination amuſes it- 


felt 


r 
ſelf with to bring forth, whilſt Reaſon is in a 
State of Idleneſs and hes neglected. Now} 
a Perſon that is infatuated with ſuch like 
Prejudices, can he be ocherwiſe than tho- 
roughly diſpoſed to give Ear to Fanaticiſin? 
Theſe extravagant Ideas are the very Seed of 
it, which in order to bud and grow, has'only 
| need of falling upon a lively Imagination 
ſupported by impetuous Paſſions. Fhe Un- 
derſtanding darken'd by ſuch Clouds, can no 
longer diſtinguiſh true from falſe; it becomes 
afraid of found Reaſoning and gets an Incli- 
nation for Fanaticiſm. A Trifle is then ſuffi- 
cient to make it fall into the greateſt Extra- 
vagancies and to become the Sport of moſt 
ſtrange Illuſions. 

Thus is the Way imprudently paved for 
Fanaticiſm i in moſt Chriſtian Societies. The 
Fanaticks know this full wel, and from thence 
become ſo audacious and enterpriſing: Their 
indiſcreet Fore-runners, that is to ſay, ſuch as 


thus have paved the Way for them, find it 


therefore oftentimes very difficult to refute 
them. 


Let us add here another Cauſe of Fang: zd Cauſe. 
ciſin, which conſiſts in a ſtrong Imagination The 


and Paſſions too eaſily to be moved; 


tW oO of the 


Things that have a great Affinity with ONE Imagina- 
another and commonly go together. Such tion and 
in whom they are found, are in imminent Paſſions. 


Danger of being inſnared by Tanaticiſin; 
eſpecially if Ignorance, and a Prepoſſeſſion 
with abſurd Opinions, ſecond the Seduction. 
The natural Diſpoſitions in Men Wy 

iffer 


differ from one SY] The nevertheleſs 
certain, that the Imagination and Paſſions in 
the greateſt Part of them have a much ſupe- 
rior Force, than the Faculty of reaſoning 
coolly and with Preciſeneſs. The latter is 
commonly utterly neglected in the Educa- 
tion; whereas, with reſpect to the firſt, all 
outward Objects from Infancy concur to ex- 
cite and maintain them; and: the continual 
Uſe that is made of them, gives them a far 
greater Power than they naturally -would 
have had. Above all, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, they are predominant in Women, 
young People of both Sexes, and Children. 
Thus we find, that they fall much eaſily inte 
Fanaticiſm than others, and that the Symp- 
toms of this Evil ſhew themſelves in them in 
their higheſt Exceſs: 
Though the Fanaticks give up Reaſon 
entirely, yet they have ſtill ſo much Conduct 
as to make Uſe of the moſt proper Means to 
heat the Imagination and put the Paſſions in 
Motion. They miſlead pious and well mean- 
ing People, (For among them are likewiſe 
weak Heads) by an outward Shew of Devo- 
tion that ens Fs a ſublime Piety., Eyes 
that always are caſt down, a ſerious Counte- 
- nance, a ſlow Speech, a ſimple Dreſs ſtrike 
the Imagination of thoſe good People, who, 
finding in general little Piety and true Virtue 
in the Communion they belong to, follow 
the new Doctrine that 1s attended by ſo fair 


Apfearances. 
They 
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They inſinuate themſelves into the Favbur 


of melancholy People, by continually lament» 


ing the extreme Corruption of human Na- 
ture, Man's intire Inability to do good, and 
the ſinful and damnable State all the Poſterity 
of Adam is plunged into: All theſe Things 
they paint out in the molt frightful and ter- 
rible Colours of which they are capable. 
They terrify tender Souls by making them 
Arcadful Deſcriptions of the bitter Sufferings 


that attended the Death of our Saviour; Sut- 


ferings, whereof they know how to make ſuch 
a Uſe as is conducive to their Views, though 
at the lame Time they are utterly ignorant of 
the true End thereof, the moral End, @ at 
leaſt have no Regard thereto. | 
As for Women of delicate Conftivutions 
and young Girls that like to hear Love- 
Tales; they have the Art of touching their 
Hearts and gaining them over by luſcious 
Expreſſions cover'd with a thin Vail of a 
ſpiritual Senſe, and perhaps borrowed from 
the Canticle of Solomon. 
. Sturdy and hard-hearted People muſt be 
overcome by Terror. Theſe Perſons there- 
fore, they attack with a ſtern and angry 
Mien, and denounce againſt them nothing 
but Death and Damnation: And whilft on 
the one Hand, they repreſent to them an Al- 
mighty and incenſed God ready to take Ven- 
geance, and on the other, Hell and all the 
Devils in it let looſe upon them; they have 
all the Succeſs they could with in taming 


their ſturdy Tempers, 


They 
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They allure ſuch as their Temper inclines 
to Joy, by entertaining them with nothing 
elſe but the internal Joys of the regenerated 
Perfon, and the delightful Senſations which 
he feels. They take particular Care not to 
ſtir up any other Paſſion but that by which 
Perſons of this Character may be taken. 

The proud Man is eaſily induced to per- 
ſuade himſelf that he is under the immediate 


Influence of the Spirit of God. He is ex- 


4thCauſe. 


ceedingly fond of a Notion that exalts himſelf 
ſo much in the Eyes of others, as well as his 
OWN. 7 
The Fanaticks, in general, take great Care 
to fzeep the Imagination in a continual Heat 
and Agitation. For this Purpoſe, they affect 
a lofty Stile, full of high-ſtrained Expreſſions 
taken from the Oriental Languages, bold 
Metaphors, unnatural Figures, and far-tetch'd 
Emblems; a Kind of Language which a 
ſound Underſtanding ſeldom can make Senſe 
of. 
From all this *tis very natural to conclude, 
that a too lively Imagination and violent 
Paſſions not govern'd by Reaſon, bring Men 
in extreme Danger of falling into Fanaticiſin, 
and may make them of its Party even betore 
they themſelves are aware of it. : 
A weak and diſtemper'd Body increaſes 


A. vicious ſtill more the Danger we are ſpeaking of. 


Diſpoſi- 
tion of 
the Body. 


The wiſe Creator has ſo cloſely united the 
Body and Soul, that the bad State of one al- 
moſt always influences the other. Experience 
ſhews, that a fick Perion ſeldom reaſons with 

the 
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the ſame Juſtneſs and Preciſion he doth in a 
State of perfect Health. There are ſeveral 
Diſeaſes which render the Imagination ſubject 
to the oddeſt and ſtrangeſt Impreſſions. An 
impure Blood, chiefly when it is corrupted 
by an overflowing of the Gall, and in general 
the Veſſels of the Body being obſtructed and 
the Fluids thickened, affect the nervous Kind 
in an aſtoniſhing Manner, and act violently 
on the nice and tender Contexture of the Fi- 
bres of the Brain; whereby the Imagination 
gives itſelf full Scope and knows no Bounds. 
A Perſon in this Situation commonly falls 
either into an exceſſive Joy, or deep Sorrow, 
or even into both of them by Turns; and 
thoſe Symptoms oftentimes appear before we 
are aware of the Indiſpoſition of the Body 
that cauſes them, which on that Account, in 
many is not attended to and neglected. 

People in this Condition find no where 
better Opportunity to buſy their Imagination 
than in Fanaticiſm. Whenever therefore, its 
ſingular Opinions are propoſed to them, they 
eagerly receive them as moſt exquiſite Dain- 
ties. In the mean Time, the Diſorder, into 
which theſe Illuſions throw the Mind, renders 
that bodily Diſeaſe ſtill worſe and worſe, by 
which the Mind was originally affected. 

Hence in particular, we may account, why 
People of Learning and Experience have 
ſometimes joined the Party of Fanaticiſm. 
Learning is not always attended by Wiſdom. 
The greateſt Part of learned Men follow nei- 
ther Rule nor Meaſure in their Study. They 


20 
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go beyond Bounds in their Labour and Ap: 
plication, whereby the Body ſuffers; and as 
this has an Influence on their Mind, it makes 
them often embrace Chimeras and Dreams as 

ſo many important Truths. © + 
3 Vice and Depravation of Manhers tikewiſ 
eprava- fayour Fanaticiſm and facilitate its 3d px 


3 Hypocrites and ſuch as only preten 


Banctity, are fond of à Religion which the) 
van conciliate with their bad Habits and dif- 
orderly Paſſions. Thus we ſee, that as ſoon 
4s ever Fanaticiſm ſets up its Standard, and 
cauſes it to be proclaimed, that every Sinner, 
how much defiled ſoever he may be, may 
come to eſus and leave to him the Care of 
cleanſing him; People run in Crowds to 
range themſelves under ſo convenient a Diſ- 
cipline. Can a Doctrine, that doth not infift _ 
on Virtue and Purity of Manners, fail of 
pleaſing them? Muſt they not earneſtly ſup- 
'port a Party, that puts them in a Condition 
0 ſatisfy their Paſſions, and perhaps to be 
followed as Oracles, by a giddy Multitude, 
or even to get Riches, and under Pretence ot 
a Zeal for theGlory of God promote their 
on Intereſt? Beſides, tis a peculiar Property 
of Vice and Sin, to eclipſe and corrupt Rea- 
ſon. - From hence the Sinner lies open to all 
Manner of Seductions, provided they inter- 
fere not with his own bad Inclinations. In 
ſhort, I cannot think it unreaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that the Divine Providence ſometimes 
permits a Torrent of Fanaticiſm to overflow 
Ln World, in order to puniſh the Wicked 


and 


„ 
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and Thoughtleſs, and to make Trial of thoſe 


Chriſtians that have a real Regard for Truth 


and Virtue. Doth not St. Paul. ſay of ſuch 


as receivell not the Love of the Truth, that they 


might be ſaved, that for this Cauſe God ſhall 
fend them firong Delufion, that they ſhould bes 


lievt a Dye; hat they all might be damned whb 
believed not the T' ru, but hag Pleaſure in Un- 


1 righteouſneſs *. 


One Reflection f remains to be made, which 
ought to increaſe our Vigilance againſt Fa- 
naliciſn, and make us leſs ſurpriſed at ſeeing 
the rapid Progreſs it makes. Tis that this 
Evil is of 4 contagious Nature, and that its 
Infection, like that of the Plague, communi- 
cates itſelf from one to the other. That 
Diſpoſition to imitate, which is innate to all 


tion. This Diſpoſition is particularly ſeen 
in Children: We need not therefore wonder 
that they ſeeing their Parents make many 


6thCauſe. 
A conta- 
glous | Prin 
ciple in 
Fanatici/m 


Men, infinitely facilitates this Communica- 


Contortions and extraordinary Grimaces, en- 


deayour to imitate them and -lifp that Lan- 


guage which they have ſo often heard them 


utter. It is this Diſpoſition Which makes us 
eaſily, and without Reluctance, fall into Cuſ- 
toms, however ridiculous, Which are received 


by the Nation in which we live. When 


therefore we find ourſelves, if J may ſay ſo, 
in the midſt of a Torrent of Fanaticiſm, we 
certainly muſt have great Strength to pre- 


vent our being carried away by the Stream, 


along with the others. 
More- 
ot, 2 Theſſalon. ii, 10, 11, 12. 
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Moreover, it ſeems. that there is a Power 
in the Infection of . Fanaticiſm, which acts 
mechanically. on Man, and ſeizes him be- 
fore he is aware, and even againſt his Will. 
The Air and Tone of a Fanatick, when he 
knows how. to manage them well, may work 
on other People, whoſe Conſtitution and Or- 
gans are, if I may ſay ſo, of an Uniſon with 

his own, in ſuch a Manner as to confound 
* their, whole Frame, extort Sighs from their 
'- Breaſt, and Tears from their Eyes, and, in 
= ſhort, make them take. the ſame Air and 


Tone. This Phenomenon entirely reſembles 


that of two Violins alike tuned; no ſooner 
is a String of the one touched, but the cor- 
reſponding String of the other will likewiſe 
reſound 
There are 13 of ſo delicate a Conſti- 
pu tion and ſo apt to receive all Manner of 
mpreſſions, that a ſkilful Muſician can make 
them ready. to faint away by playing ſad and 
mournful Airs, or make them ready to leap 
for Joy, if he plays briſk and gay ones. And 
there is no Room to doubt, but the ſpiritual 
Hymns of the Fonaticks, ſung in an agreea- 
ble Manner in moving Airs, are one of the 
beſt Means to propagate Fanaticiſm. The 
Airs alone are, in this Reſpect, ſurpriſingly 
efficacious, independently of the Words to 
which they are adapted. 
Brauch like Impreſſions communicate them- 
{elves much more eaſily when there are many 
People aſſembled together in one Place. Let 
one go into the midſt of an enraged and fu- 
- 5 rious 
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rious Multitude, the ſame Rage, the ſame, 
Fury, will ſeize him more or leſs, unleſs he 


is upon his Guard. Let him go into a Con- 


venticle of pretended Devotees, who, ſitting 
in mournful Silence, pour forth nothing but 
Sighs and Sobs; he will himſelf, by Degrees, 
grow ſad and mournful, and ſoon begin to 


{ob like them. | | 
This goes even fo far, that 'tis ſaid, that 


formerly ſome very rational People, who had 


always ſhewn much Averſion to Fanaticiſin, 
and ſince have done no leſs, mixing out of 
mere Curioſity with the Aſſemblies of the 
Bakers, and ſeeing the Contorſions and ſtrange 
Grimaces they made, could not, in Spite of 
all their Endeavours, prevent their being 
ſeized with the ſame Symptoms. And I do 
not ſee why this ſhould be called in Queſtion, 


as we are every Day Witneſſes of Effects, 


which, in Truth, are leſs violent, yet never- 
theleſs of the ſame Nature. Let any one 


approach us with a cheartul Look and an 


Air of Friendſhip, our Brow will immedi— 
ately clear up. Let a Perſon in a Company 
yawn, immediately he ſets all the reſt a yawn- 
ing. Let, in a cloſe Apartment full of Wo- 
men, one faint away, ſeveral others, who 
till that Time complained of nothing, nor 
found themſelves at all indiſpoſed, will often 
faint away one after another. There are many 
that cannot ſee People reaching to Vomit, 
without feeling themſelves the ſame Incon- 
veniency : This is aſſuredly no weak Impreſ- 
ſion, becauſe it cauſes the Ventricle and In- 

N teſtines 


AnrTi1- 
Ch E-<- 
The 
Means for 
preſerv- 
ing one- 


. 


naticilm 


_ Fa- Evil. 


66 ] 


teſtines to act in an unnatural and violent 
Manner. 

The Imagination, andoubredly; has a great 
Share in the Effects I have juſt now men- 
tion'd. I might have ſpoken of theſe Things 
before, in the Article wherein I treated of 
the Power of that Faculty. It ſeems, never- 
theleſs, that independently of the Imagina- 
tion, there is ſomething in the Syſtem of the 
Nerves, which is the principal Cauſe of theſe 
Appearances, and which is the Reaſon that 
the ſame Impreſſion paſſes from one Perſon 
to another; though we do not comprehend 


 : whe Mariner in which this happens, at leaſt 


no more than we comprehend how the Plague 
communicates itſelf, If we ſometimes ſce 
ſtrong and luſty People, whom nothing af- 
fects or moves, become nevertheleſs ſuſcepti- 
ble of the Impreſſions of Fanaticiſm, we ought 
no more to be ſurpriſed at it than at ſeeing a 
Perſon of the ſame Temper, and withal of 
good Senſe, fainting away immediately at 
the Sight of Blood, or only on hearing others 
talk of Wounds and Sores, 

I have now, dear Brethren, ſhewn to you 
the Danger you run, in ſeveral Reſpects, of 
being drawn into Fanaticiſm; above have I 
repreſented to you in Colours, 1 believe, lively 
enough to make an Impreſſion upon you, the 
Nature and Conſequences of this pernicious 
All that is wanting now for compleat- 
ing my Deſign, is to point out to you the 
Means whi ich may ſecure you from its At- 
tacks, and keep you free from its Infection. 


A 


. 
A diligent and attentive Reader might eaſily 
collect them from what has been already ſaid: 
Yet I believe it will be of more Advantage to 
you that I ſhould lay them before you in a 
few Words. This will give me an Oppor— 
tunity for making ſome Reflections which, 
in my Opinion, cannot but be uſeful to you, 


and for which I could not conveniently find 


Room before. I hope therefore that the 
Length which J am oblig'd to run into, will 
not diſpleaſe you. 
I recommend to you, in the firſt Place, to iſt Means. 


ea To reflect 
reflect ſeriouſly on the Perniciouſneſs of Fa- an hat 


naticiſm, and on the great Danger every Body has been 


runs, in divers Reſpects, of falling into its ſaid in the 
Snares. I have fully explained to you both two fore- 


| theſe Points. Weigh with Attention what I Seins Ar- 


. . . . ticles, 
have faid thereon: And imprint in your 
Minds how fatal Fanaticiſin is to the Under- 


ſtanding, to Reaſon, to all good Diſpoſitions 


of the Soul, and what infinite Miſchief it 


doth to true Religion, in baniſhing from it 


ber Senſe and Wiſdom, in expoſing it to 


aughter and Contempt, in ſubjecting it to 
human Authority, in deſtroying moral Vir- 
tue, and opening a Door to all Manner of 
Vice and Impiety. The better we are ac- 
quainted with the Power of this Enemy, the 
more eaſily we ſhall be able to repel its At- 
tacks. TY 

Caſt your Eyes with Attention on all the 
Ways by which Fanaticiſm may inſinuate 1t- 
ſelf and ſurpriſe you. Examine yourlelves 
well, and look on which Side you lie moſt 
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open to it: Whether *tis the Want of Know- 
ledge in Religion that deprives you of the 
Means of withſtanding it; or if it is the 
Weakneſs of your Conſtitution, either with 
regard to the Body or the Mind; or if the 
falſe Ideas which you indulge, or the difor- 
der'd Paſſions which you entertain within 
yourſelf, expoſe you to the Danger of being 
betray'd and deliver'd up to the Enemy. 
The ſureſt Way to ſecure us from being 
overcome by this Enemy is, to be exactly in- 
formed in all theſe Particulars. 
2dMeans. If in any of theſe Reſpects you find your- 
3 make ſelf too weak to reſiſt Fonaticiſm: Strengthen 
e of i ö 
Reaſon in yourſelves chiefly on that Side by rational 
Religion Ideas of Religion and all that has Connection 
and ſtudy with it, and by conſtant Endeavours to in- 
Hoh Writ creaſe your Knowledge. The more we eſteem 
Reaſon, the more we ſhall employ its Prin- 
ciples to ſerve as a Foundation and Baſis to 
our Ideas of Religion; the leſs we ſhall have 
Cauſe to fear the Enterpriſes of Fanaticiſin, 
and the further we ſhall find ourſelves off 
from its Chimeras. Whatever others may 
ſay or think of it, 'tis certain, that Reaſon 
on juſt Grounds, deſerves the higheſt Eſteem, 
and ought to be conſidered as an infallible 
Rule in Religion; a Rule which we always 
ought to be very attentive to follow. Who- 
. ever ſwerves from it in the Principles of 
Knowledge he forms, immediately bewilders 
himſelf and loſes Sight of Truth. _ 
Reaſon, in Effect, is the eſſential Relation 
which Things ſtand in to one another; or, 


(for 
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(for in this Senſe that Word is alſo fre- 
quently taken) it is the Faculty of knowing 
and diſtinguiſhing the eſſential Relations 
which Things bear to one another; this is 
what is uſually called Reaſoning. It is in 
ſhort, nothing more than the found Under- 
ſtanding of a Man, the nobleſt Gift we have 
received from the Creator, and the only one 
that raiſes us above the Brutes. *Tis this 
alone that leads us to the Truth, for we have 
no other Faculty that can inable us to diſco- 
ver the eſſential Relations of Things; with- 
out her we ſhould be intirely in the Dark. 
To be againſt conſulting of Reaſon, or the 
eſſential Relation of Things, is declaring, in 
other Words, that it 1s indifferent to us whe- 
ther we embrace Truth or Falſhood. Don't 
be afraid therefore to uſe Reaſon as a Rule in 
every Thing, and particularly in the Study 
of Religion. 

The Underſtanding, and Ee of the 
Infinite Being itſelf, is ſupreme and perfect 
Reaſon, exactly agreeing in every Reſpect 
with the eſſential Relation of Things. This 
Supreme Being follows pure Reaſon in all his 
Conduct. Now it we aim at knowing and 
imitating him, (and herein properly Religion 
conſiſts) we cannot ſucceed but by taking 
true and ſound Reaſon for our Guide. This 
is, without Doubt, the End for which the 
wiſe Creator has placed in us that precious 
Light. Surely it was never his Will, that 
we ſhould employ this moſt valuable of all 
his Gifts, only in Affairs of this tranſitory 
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World, in advancing our temporal Intereſt, 
or procuring us Repoſe, and the Comforts 
and Pleaſures of this Life, (in all which 
Things no body diſapproves the Uſe of Rea- 
ſon,) and that we ſhould make no Manner of 
Uſe of it in Religion, where our principal 
Intereſt, our eternal Welfare 1s concerned. 
This Gift, that is to ſay, Reaſon alone 


makes us fit for Religion. Without it, Brutes 


might ſerve God as well as we. How abſurd 
is it therefore, to ſet the Uſe of Reaſon aſide 
in Religion? On the contrary, it follows 
thence evidently and inconteſtibly, that Rea- 
ſon properly is the only one of our Faculties 
we ſhould employ in Religion. All our other 
Faculties are too low and too ignoble: + They 
cannot any farther be of Utility to us in that 
Reſpect, than as ſound Reaſon governs them 
and directs their Service. 

Don't imagine, dear Brethren, that the 
Authority of Reaſon, which is founded in 
our Nature and in that of Religion, ought to 
prevail leſs with us on Account of our being 
Chriſtians. Muſt we, in order to embrace 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, caſt off human Nature 
and ceaſe to be readable Beings? Or, 1s 


that which we ought to believe and practiſe 
as Chriſtians, void of what is eſſential to the 


Nature of all true Religion? If that were the 
Caſe, natural Religion would be more excel- 
lent and more perfect than the Goſpel. For 
"tis certain, that whatever is conformable to 
Reaſon, is, in every Reſpect, more excellent 
and more perfect than what is contrary to it. 


Rea- 
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Reaſon alone puts us in a Condition to judge 
with Solidity of the Truth and Divinity of a 
Revelation; and alone can make Chriſtians 

of us, at leaſt ſuch Chriſtians as deſerve to 
bear that Name. 

Even if we were to receive enn Heaven an 
immediate and particular Revelation, it could 
be directed to no other of our Faculties, but 
that which we call Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing; and which conſequently muſt be able to 
form rational and clear Ideas thereof, If 


God was pleaſed to reveal to us Truths, 


which - our natural Faculty of Reaſoning 
could never have found out: Reaſon alone 
can judge, whether thoſe Truths are worthy 
of God, conformable to his Perfections and 
the Nature of Things, that is to ſay, con- 


formable to Reaſon itſelf; otherwiſe one 
might take the greateſt Abſurdities for Doc- 
trines derived from Heaven. In ſhort, Rea- 


ſon muſt inſtruct us in Revelation: We have 
no other Faculty chat can make us penetrate 
the Meaning of ſuch a Revelation. 

Beſides, the Uſe of Reaſon is ſtrongly 
recommended to the Faithful in Holy Writ. 
Be not Children, ſays St. Paul, in Underſtand- 
ing: Howbeit in Malice be ye Children, but in 
Underſtanding be Men I ſpeak, lays he in 
another Place, as to wiſe Men; judge ye what 
i fay . And again, Prove all J hings: hold 
| faſt that which is good . For 'tis manifeſt, 
that we have no other Touchſtone than the 
V4 Under- 


# 1 Corinth. xiv. 26: + 1 Corinth, x. 15. 
1 2 Theſſalon. v. 21, 
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Underſtanding and Reaſon, for diſtinguiſhing 


true from falſe, and for judging of Things 
that are taught us. Make therefore a con- 


ſtant Uſe of this F aculty in all 1 that 
concern Religion; and miſtruſt ſuch Spirits 
and Dodrines that endeavour to render it 


ſuſpicious to you. 


The Objection that Reaſon is corrupted, 
and that therefore *tis not ſafe to truſt to it, 


is of no Signification here. For 'tis not a 


corrupted Reaſon J recommend to you to 
make Uſe of, but a ſound and pure one. 
The firſt doth not even deſerve the Name of 
Reaſon. Reaſon, ſo far as it is the eſſential 
Relation of Things among themſelves, can 
never be corrupted, but is eternally and un- 
changeably founded in the Nature of Things 
themſelves. Our Underſtanding, or that 
Faculty which we are endowed with for diſ- 
covering, as much as is neceſſary to us, this 


Relation of Things, may, through groſs Ig- 


norance and want of Reflection, grow ruſty 
(it I may fo expreſs myſelf) and become unfit 
to be uſed. Prejudices, falſe Imaginations 
and diforder'd Paſſions may pervert, and 
conſequently corrupt it. But in recommend- 
ing to you the Uſe of Reaſon, what do I elſe 
but exhort you to cure that Corruption of 
your Underſtanding, by removing all thoſe 
Obſtacles which may hinder you trom judg- 
ing of Things with Solidity ? 

It you find, that of yourſelves you cannot 
ſucceed herein, give Thanks to God, that he 
comes to your Aſſiſtance by his Revelation, 


and 
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and that his Providence has put into your 
Hands the Holy Scripture, that precious 
Pledge of his Goodneſs, deſign'd for ſupport- 
ing your Reaſon, for enlightening and ex- 
tending it. Study this divine Book with all 
the Care and Application you are capable of. 
This is a Duty Reaſon itſelf lays upon us, as 
I have already obſerved *: Whence it ap- 
pears, that the Uſe of Reaſon in Religion 
_ doth not in the leaſt weaken the Authority of 
Holy Writ. 
Neither would I have you think, that the 
Uſe of Reaſon is any ways repugnant to the 
Influence of Grace and the Spirit of God on 
your Hearts. I have already ſhewn you in 
the Beginning of this Diſcourſe *, that the 
Operation of the Spirit is in every Reſpect 
perfectly conſiſtent with ſound Reaſon. So 
far 1s it therefore from being true, that a di- 
ligent Search into, and a faithful Practice of 
the Dictates of Reaſon, ſhould deprive us of 
the Grace of God; that on the contrary, we 
may juſtly conclude from what I have ſaid, 
that this Search and this Practice renders 
Man qualified to receive that Grace. 

Endeavour zealouſſy, more and more to 
ſtrengthen and improve your Reaſon. For 
this Purpoſe, exerciſe yourſelves continually | 
in reflecting with Deliberation, and reaſonin 
with Exactneſs and Preciſion on uſeful Sub- 
jects worthy to be known. Accuſtom your- 
ſelves in all your Studies and Inquiries, what- 
ever Science or r Subject they ey concern, to 


ſet 
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ſet out with clear, ſimple and true Principles, 


to draw thence evident and well- connected 
Conſequences, and admit no Propoſition 
whatever, but ſuch whoſe Certainty or Pro- 


bability you can diſcover in this Manner. 


Study with a 138 Diligence the eſſen- 
tial Nature of Religion, and the true Grounds 


on which it is founded; in order that you 
may be enabled to acquire juſt Ideas of all 
that belongs to it. Before all Things get a 


thorough Conviction, by the Help of ſolid 


Proofs, of God's Exiſtence, Attributes and 


Perfections: Proofs which you may gather 


every where, and even find them within your- 
ſelves, but which, alas! from a fatal and 
deplorable Negligence are commonly little 


minded. Never loſe Sight of the eternal and 


unchangeable Difference between moral Good 


and Evil, of that Obligation every reaſonable 


Creature lies under to do good, of the Ex- 


cellency and Value of Virtue. Imprint all 


theſe Ideas deeply in your Minds. Inquire 
diligently, which are the particular Duties 
the Nature of Things and Reaſon lay upon 
you with Regard to yourſelves, your Neigh- 


bours and your Creator. Endeavour in ge- 


neral, to acquire a well-grounded Knowledge 
of Natural Religion, of that primitive and 
univerſal Religion, without a ſufficient Un- 


deritanding of which we never ſhall be well 
convinced of the Truth and Divinity of Re- 


velation. If we are once well eſtabliſh'd in 
theſe Principles, Fanaticiſm, with all its Illu- 
ſions, will attack us in vain, and be utterly 


unable 


E 

unable to make us waver: No Doctrine tliat 
is in the leaſt contrary to the adorable Per- 
fections of that All-Holy Being, will have 
any Acceſs to us. We ſhall reject with Hor- 
ror, as dangerous and weak, every Opinion 
that tends to weaken and ſhake the Founda- 
tion of Morality. 

Proceed after this, to examine, agreeable to 
theſe Principles, the Truth and Divinity of 
the Goſpel Revelation: Let theſe be the Baſis 
of your Conviction : And your Faith will 
then be much ſtronger than if it is founded 
only on Cuſtom and the Authority of Men. 
Conſider well, how excellent and worthy of 
God this Revelation is in itſelf, how pure 
and ſublime its Morality, how glorious the 
Rewards, and how terrible the Puniſhments 
which are Sanctions of it; how undeniable 
the Proofs Jeſus Chriſt and the Apoſtles 
have given of their divine Miſſion by moſt 
aſtoniſhing Miracles perform'd in the Face of 
the World; and how worthy of Belief the 
Accounts of thoſe are, that were either Eye- 
Witneſſes of theſe Wonders, or heard them 
from others. 

Study with Attention the Holy Scripture, 
which 1s able to make you wiſe to Salvation. 
Tis the only authentic and original Monu- 
ment of that Revelation, and conſequently 
the only infallible Rule of our Chriſtian 
Faith. Behold with an underſtanding Eye 
its Connection, and whatever you find clear 
there make your own, and ule it for explain- 
ing that which is obſcure. Get thus, from 


theſe 
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theſe original Writings themſelves, a juſt, 
reaſonable and compleat Idea of the Revela- 
tion, without being tied down to human 
Interpretations and Traditions. Learn there 
to know, that which is chiefly required we 
ſhould underſtand and believe, and to diſtin- 
guiſh it from other Articles of leſs Neceſſity. 
Imprint in your Hearts, how ſtrongly Jeſus 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles have, on all Occa- 
ſions, inſiſted on the Neceſſity of Virtue and 
good Works, and what excellent Precepts 
they have given to Chriſtians in that Reſpect. 


When we are thus become thoroughly 
acquainted with the irreſiſtible Proofs of the 


Chriſtian Revelation, we ſhall eaſily perceive 
the infinite Difference there is between that 
and other pretended Revelations which are 
offer d to our Acceptance, and we ſhall in 
that Reſpect be ſafe from all Seduction. As 
we ſhall from this pure Source have drawn 
juſt and rational Ideas of Chriſtianity, we 
ſhall be ſecure from becoming the Sport of 
vain Opinions, and not ſuffer ourſelves to be 


impoſed upon with regard to the Nature of 


that holy Religion. No Fanatick, whatever 
ſpecious Pretence he may make Uſe of, will 


be able to make us in the leaſt doubt of the 


Importance and Neceſſity of moral Virtue. 
If, in this Manner, dear Brethren, you 
happen to get a better grounded and more 
extenſive Knowledge of Religion than 1s 
found among the greateſt Part of Chriſtians, 


don't think that ſuch a Knowledge will puff 


you 


a 1 


„ 


you 4p *. On the contrary, it will inſpire 
you with all Manner of Virtues, and in par- 
ticular with a ſincere Humility, A frivolous 
and imaginary Knowledge alone brings forth 
Pride, but the more we advance in the Road 
Reaſon traces for us, the more we learn, that 

it is Folly to pride oneſelf in Knowledge. 
Neither be afraid, that in Caſe you endea- 
your to cultivate, ſtrengthen and extend your 
Underſtanding, and accuſtom yourſelf to 
reaſon with Preciſion and Juſtneſs on Things 
concerning Religion, you ſhall degenerate 
from that Simplicity, which has always been 
the Glory of the Mennoniſts. Be careful not 
to deceive yourſelves by a falſe Idea of that 
Simplicity, in believing it to conſiſt in Igno- 
rance. On the contrary, tis a moral Virtue 
which cannot ſubſiſt without Knowledge. 
That Knowledge is the moſt ſimple which 
follows Reaſon the cloſeſt: *T1s by deviating 
from Reaſon only, that we fall into a Confu- 
ſion of Ideas, whence *tis impoſſible to diſin- 

tangle ourſelves. 

You comprehend, dear Brethren, that in 
recommending to you the Uſe of Reaſon in 
Matters of Religion, I am far from having a 
Mind to engage you in ſubtle and ſublime 
Speculations. Tis on the contrary, infinitely 
neceſſary for you not to concern yourſelves 
with Things that are too high for you. You 
have no ſurer Preſervative againſt all Seduc- 
tion and Extravagancies in Religion, than 
to keep to thoſe plain and ſimple Truths of 
8 | which 
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To check preſerving yourſelves againſt Fanaticiſm, in 


the Impe- 


tuoſity of 


the Ima- 
gination 
and Paſ- 
ſions. 
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which you have a clear Conception. Many 
have ſtrayed for no other Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe they left the ſimple and plain Road 
of good Senſe, and ſoar'd beyond the Ca- 
pacity of their Underſtanding. 

There is alſo a very important Means for 


having a conſtant Eye on your Imagination 
and Paſſions; and taking Care that they, in 
every reſpect, be ruled by Reaſon and be 
always ſubject to its Guidance. The Neglect 
of this Rule ſeems to have been the firſt 


Cauſe that introduced Sin into the World: 


For if the Woman took of the forbidden 
Fruit, it was becauſe ſhe ſaw, hat the Tree 
was good for Food, and that it was pleaſant 
to the Eyes. And *'tis the lame Neglect that 


{till at this Day opens the Door to all Sorts 


of Errors. 


We have, in particular, ſeen above, that 
a diſordered Imagination and unbounded Paſ- 


fions, are the principal Inſtruments by which 
Fanaticiſm makes its Progreſs. If therefore, 
we have a Mind to ſecure ourſelves againſt 
this pernicious Enemy, we ought to preclude 
him this Entrance, not to ſuffer ourſelves 
to be carried away by our Imagination, but 
compel it to follow the Dictates of Reaſon ; 
to hinder our Paſſions from ſwaying us, and 
ſubject them likewiſe to the Empire of Rea- 
ſon, in order that it may moderate their Ac- 
tion and direct them in the moſt convenient 


Manner. The beſt Way of ſucceeding here- 


In, : 
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in, is to cultivate and continually to exer- 


cife our Underſtanding, and to enrich it 
with a folid Knowledge of the true Reli- 


gion. Not only our Underſtanding is there- 


by nouriſh'd and acquires new Strength, 


but our Imagination likewiſe finds in this 


Manner, ſufficient Matter to buſy itſelf with, 
and thus becomes ſo much the leſs ſuſcepti- 
ble of bad Impreſſions. *Tis Sloth and Idle- 
neſs that chiefly expoſe us to this Kind of Im- 


preſſion : For the Soul, which is naturally 


active, and cannot be without Employment, 


amuſes itſelf with Dreams and Chimeras, 


whenever it has no better Subject to enter- 
tain itſelf with. We ought therefore care- 
fully to avoid that State of Inaction, and 


N ourſelves continually employed in ſome 
uſeful Occupation. 


If your Imagination is apt to pleaſe itſelf 


with joining together, and running over with 
Rapidity, a long Series of Ideas, you ought 
betimes to ſtop its ſwift Courſe: Follow it 
Step by Step: Examine all the Ideas it paſſes 
over with ſo much Swiftneſs; whether the 
are ſupported by ſolid Grounds, whether they 
follow regularly one from the other, whether 
they well agree with the Truth of Things. 
Whatever cannot ſtand this Trial, reject as 
falſe and ſpurious. 

*Tis the Property of the Imagination not 
only to be peculiarly affected by Things to 
which it has been a long Time accuſtom'd, 
but likewiſe with thoſe that are new and 
extraordinary. *Tis greatly charm'd and de- 
lighted with every Thing that is Marvellous. 
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An authoritative Tone of Voice and a venera- 
ble external Appearance, go a great Way to- 
wards impoſin upon it. 

"Thoſe Prez 85 which we have ſuck'd in 
from our Infancy, and by Time are grown 
ſtronger and ſtronger, remain deeply im- 
won in our Imagination; and we muſt 

ave a great deal of good Senſe to be able 
to bring them to an impartial Trial: A 
Trial, however, which is abſolutely neceſſary, 
in Caſe we will not give. Fanaticiſm Occaſion 
to make Uſe of them againſt ourſelves. Be- 
ſides, how can we know, whether thoſe Ideas 
we have adopted, are not Prejudices, as long 
as we do not try them with Attention, in 
order to caſt out all that are not well 
grounded; of whatever = ſtanding they 
may be, and how reſpectable ſoeyer wr may 
appear in our Opinion. | 

On the other Hand, that which | is new and. 
unuſual, however inviting it may appear to 
our Imagination, is very far from bein; 
always allowable. Moſt Men, notwithſtand- 
ing their Indifference for ſolid Science and 
Knowledge, are fond of Novelties. Such 
of them as never ſtudied Religion, follow 
in that Reſpect the Faſhion, juſt as they do 
with Regard to their Dreſs and Way of 
Living. New Faſhions generally pleaſe 
them ; thus a new Doctrine eaſily inſinuates 
itſelf into their Minds: Nay, new Opinions, 
like new Modes, often charm the better, 
the odder they are. We ought therefore to 
ſet Bounds here to our Imagination, to mo- 

derate 
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derate its Eagerneſs for Novelty, and to exa- 
mine well, whether thoſe new Opinions pro- 
poſed to us, are of any Utility, and agree with 
the rational Principles of our Religion, 

Whatever is marvellous and incomprehenſi- 
ble, is particularly adapted to flatter the Ima- 
gination. People like Stories that almoſt ſur- 
Paſs Belief, and the Subject of which approaches 
Impoſſibility. This is the Reaſon, why ſo 
much Delight is found in reading of Poetry, 
and why a Kind of poetical Divinity, ſet off and 
embelliſned with Foaular Imaginations, is ſo 
much reliſhed by many People, and a great 
many others are exceedingly tond of Myſteries, 
which they don't at all underſtand. This is a 
_ falſe Taſte, againſt which we ought carefully to 

guard our Imagination, or cure it of it, in Caſe 
we have a mind to be ſecure againſt the Seduc- 
tion of Fanaticiſin, whoſe Nature it is to aſtoniſh 
W Marvels which it preſents to our Mind. 
hatever is ſimple and clear, is moſt uſeful 
and ought to be of moſt Value to us. More- 
over, 15 our Imagination follows the Dictates of 
Reaſon, it will find there abundance of Matter 
forJuft Admiration. 5 
Sometimes an aſſumed Air of Greatneſs or 
Authority is ſufficient to captivate our Imagina- 
tion; and 'tis well known, that the Fanaticks 
make Uſe of no Means more readily than of 
this. Let us then take Care not to give our- 
ſelves up blindly to the Direction of any Perſon, 
whoever it may be, but examine the Grounds of 
the Authority he pretends to, and believe no- 
body on that Account upon his own Word. In 
ſhort, if we thus accuſtom our Imagination to 
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keep cloſe to Reaſon and not to out- run it; it 


will not only never be prejudicial to Reaſon; 


but even afford it great Aſſiſtance in making 
Head againſt the Illuſions of Fanaticiſm. 
What I have ſaid with reſpect to our Imagina- 
tion, holds alſo good with regard to our Paſ⸗ 
ſions, wherefore I ſhall have but little to add on 
that Account. Unruly Paſſions ſtir the Ima- 
gination up againſt Reaſon, and make it forſake 
its Dictates. They render our Mind quite un- 


fit for a ſerious Inquiry after Truth and acquir- 


ing a ſolid Knowledge thereof. On the con- 
trary, troubled Paſſions are always a proper 
Preparative for Fanaticiſm. To avoid therefore 
falling into its Snares, we muſt check the Im- 
petuolity of our Paſſions, and according to the 
Intention of our Creator, ſubject all the Facul- 
ties and Motions of our Soul to the abſolute 
Empire of Reaſon. Let our Zeal, Love, 
Hatred, Fear, Hope, Sadneſs, Joy, Deſire of 
Glory, Inclination to Pleaſure, all the Senti- 
ments of our Heart, always be founded on 
Reaſon, and never go beyond its Bounds; and 
they will then ſerve as ſo many ſtrong Ram- 
parts to keep off the Aſſaults of Fanaticiſm. 
Ath Means This Evil, as I have obſerved above *, com- 
Yo avoid municates itſelf like a Contagion. If you are 
courts afraid, that your natural Conſtitution is ſuch 
wich as rendets you liable to be infected; ſhun thoſe 
Faraticks. Places and Meetings where this V enom operates 
with moſt Force, for fear it ſhould communicate 
itſelf to you before you are aware, Oftentimes, 
that which in the Beginning was but mere Cu- 
riolity, degenerates into downright Enthuſiaſm. 


What 
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What Neceſſity is there for you, after you are 
thoroughly inſtructed in your Religion by Rea- 
{on and the Word of God, to trouble yourſelves 
about all new Doctrines that ſpring up? *Tis 
enough for you to know ſo much, that they are 
incompatible with found Reaſon. However, 


if there are People that think themſelves ſtrong 


enough, to have nothing to fear from this Kind 


of Contagion, I ſhall not diſſuade them from 
aſſiſting at the Meetings of the Fanazicks: For, 
the cloſer View they take of the Extravagancies 


of theſe People, the more Averſion they will 


have to their Chimeras. 


In ſhort, a bad State of the Body being often- 


times the Cauſe of Diſorder in our Imagination 
and Paſſions, the beſt Preſervative that can be 
made ule of againſt it is, to live a temperate 
Lite with reſpect to our Eating and Drinking, 
as well as Exerciſe and Reſt. Too much La- 


bour exhauſts the Spirits and renders the Mind 


faint and languid; too little Motion makes the 


5 th Means 
To avoid 
all Ex- 
ceſſes that 
are pre- 


judicial to 


the Body. 


Body heavy and unactive and the Fluids thick. 


Exceſs in Eating and Drinking produces the 


"fame Effect. On the other Hand, too much 


Faſting, want of Reſt, and of ſuch Recreation 
as the Body ſtands in Need of, diſorder and 
trouble the Brain. Frequent Inſtances of this 
have been obſerved amongſt recluſe People, 


who have rigorouſly practiſed ſuch Auſterities. 


To ſuch as have already contracted ſuch an 
Indiſpoſition, I recommend it to apply to ſkilful 
Phyſicians, that they may cure them of it, with 
the Bleſſing of God, before their Mind be in- 
tirely diſtemper'd and their Religion corrupted. 
I leave to theſe Gentlemen the preſcribing of 
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ſuch Remedies as may be moſt proper and moſt 
prevailing againſt this fatal Diſorder. 


6thMeans It agrees more with my Character, to pre- 


To ſtick 
to the 
Practice 
of Virtue. 


ſcribe to you the Practice of Virtue and good 
Works, as the moſt ſovereign Specific that can 
be found againſt Fanaticiſm. Such as not only 
take Reaſon for their Guide in all their Specu- 
lations, but alſo exactly obſerve its Rules in 
their Conduct, are in the ſtrongeſt Manner that 
can be, provided againſt all Kinds of Seduction 
and Error; becauſe it preſerves in them the 
Light of Truth in its full Luſtre. A ſincere 
Love of Virtue qualifies the Mind for a free 
and impartial Inquiry into Truth; ſecures its 
natural Liberty and removes all the Obſtacles 
which might obſtruct it in any of its Opera- 


tions. 


The Soul, without Virtue, muſt neceſſarily be 
govern'd by ſome Paſſion, or irregular Deſire. 
Neither can we without being virtuous, draw 
any Aſſiſtance againſt Fanaticiſm, from thoſe 
Remedies we have before mentioned. Virtue 
alone, founded on ſound Ideas of Religion, is 
capable of reſtraining the Impetuoſity of our 
Imagination and regulating our Paſſions. It 
really ſtrengthens our Soul and gives it Con- 
ſtancy and Steddineſs: For it keeps its Faculties 
in their true natural Order, and preſerves an 
Harmony and Subordination among them: 
Whereas, the Moment we nouriſh within our— 
ſelves any criminal Paſſion, we ſubject ourſelves 
to the Danger of being betrayed by it into Su- 
perſtition and Fanaticiſin. A Mind that is fond 
of deceiving itſelf, propoſes, in delivering itſelf 
up to their Deluſions, to make ſome Compenſa- 
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tion for its Vices and Irregularities, and in ſome 
Degree to leſſen their Guilt. 

It therefore, according as Reafon requires, 
you value moral Virtue and the Obſervance of 
God's Commandments as the moſt noble and 
eſſential Part of Religion; act in Conformity to 
this juſt Idea, and let the Practice of Virtue be 
the. Objeft of your warmeſt Endeavours and 
moſt unwearied Zeal. If you take ſo wiſe a 
Reſolution, you will daily grow more and more 
ſenſible of the infinite Value of Virtue, and 
conſtantly receive {till livelier Impreſſions of its 
Beauty. Thus, having obtained by Study and 
Experience a Knowledge of the true Effence of 
Religion, you will have no Room to be afraid 
of being ſeduced from it by any falſe Ideas 
which may preſent themſelves. Such Doctrines 
as are foreign to it, how much ſoever ſet off, will 

find little Acceſs in your Minds. In particular, 

| Fanaticiſm will in vain endeavour to take you 
off from Virtue; all its Attempts will have no 
other EMect than to diminiſh its own Credit. 
You will reject, without Heſitation, all thoſe 
Arguments that may be produced in its Fa- 
vour, either as artful Fictions of Impoſtors, or 
idle Tales of vain Bablers. With what Scorn 
and Contempt muſt a Man endowed with ſolid 
Virtue and manly Piety, look down upon the 
wild Extravagancies, Exceſſes and Tranſports 
of Fanaticiſm ? 

It we have once accuſtomed ourſelves to 
Virwe, taſted thoſe pure inward Comforts that 
attend the Practice of it, and experienced that 
Satisfaction and ineſtimable Contentment Peace 
_ of Conſcience gives; we ſhall make but little 
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Account of thoſe tumultuous Emotions of the 
Soul, that are the mere Effect of Paſſions, and 
thoſe pretended lively Senſations of the Opera- 
tion of Grace, which have their Seat or in 
the Imagination, and which, nevertheleſs, are 
the. Bait and Allurement of Fanaticiſm. Virtue 
will fill our Soul with Joy, and keep our Body 
in Health: An Effect this, which it is in its own 
Nature qualified to produce. Thus it will pre- 
vent gloomy Clouds of Sadneſs, and Melan- 
choly riſing in our Soul, whereof Fanaticiſin 
might make Uſe, to ſtir up Storms and Tem- 
peſts; and under Favour of ſuch Frights and 
Terrors, to break in upon us. 
Vu.irtue, on taking Poſſeſſion of che Heart, 

baniſhes thence Pride, and with it that raſh Pre- 
tence of being directed by an immediate Inſpi- 
ration of the Spirit of God. A Man, to whom 
his Conſcience gives that pleaſing Teſtimony, 
that he has renounced Impiety, and the Luſts of this 
World, and lives in Comformity to Temperance, 
Fuſtice, and Piety, will not ſuffer himſelf to be 
impoſed upon by any particular pretended Signs 
or Characters of Regeneration, certain arbitrary 
Marks of God's Favour, and our Communion 
with him. The more conſtantly we adhere to 
Virtue, the greater Progreſs we ſhall make in 
it, and the more ſecure we ſhall be from omg 
| ſeduced by Fanaticiſm.  _ 

Virtue not only preſerves thoſe that practiſe 
it free from the Contagion of Fanaticiſin, but it 
puts them likewiſe in a Condition to ſtop its 
Progreſs among their Fellow- Creatures, and 
thus to become an Ornament and Support to 
the true Religion, Fanaticiſm would never 

dare 
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dare to ſhew its Face, if every Chriſtian upon 
reaſonable Grounds, was convinced of his Faith, 
and lived a virtuous Life. If we made appear 
the Strength of our Faith by our Works, thoſe 
pious People that have good Intentions, but 
want Knowledge, would no where elſe, but 
among us, look about for Means of advanc- 
ing their Piety, nor ſuffer themſelves ſo eaſily 
to be miſled by the outward Shew of Devotion 
the Fanaticks deck themſelves with. As much 
as a rational Faith is ſuperior to Opinions in- 
_ conſiſtent with Reaſon, ſo much greater Charms 
will our. Virtue and good Works have to win 
over well - intention'd Perſons, and make them 
imitate us, than the pretended Piety of the Fana- 
ticks, which in the bottom is nothing but a mere 
Creature of the Paſſions. Fanaticiſm could not 
any longer take Advantage from the Corruption 
of Chriſtians to eſtabliſh itſelf among them. 
It would appear, at firſt Sight, that there is no 

Neceſſity at all for new Revelations and extra- 
ordinary Operations of the Spirit of God, to 
plant Virtue and true Piety in Chriſtians. 
And here I cannot forbear expreſſing my juſt 
Indignation againſt thoſe, who, whilſt they are 
very zealous for the Purity of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and ſtrongly maintain the Neceſſity 
of Virtue and good Works, pay not the leaſt 
Regard thereto in their Conduct, liſten only to 
their Paſſtons, and give themſelves up to Pride, 
Avarice, and the moſt ſhameful Irregularities. 
Theſe are they who darken and eclipſe the 
Luftre and Glory of Religion, and give the 
oreateſt Offence to weak Perſons; They are 
of all Sinners the moſt blame-worthy ; one might 
G 4 | My 
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ſay, with Truth, they are real Monſters: For, 
what can there be more monſtrous chan fuch a 
perpetual Contradiction between their Know- 
lodge and Behaviour, between that which they 
proteſs to believe, and that which they prac- 
tiſe? The greater and ſtronger our Moti ves to 
Virtue are, the more we ought to be aſhamed 
it thoſe Motives do not direct our Conduct. 

Let us make appear by our Conduct, that a 
reaſonable Eaith has no leſs Power and Influ- 
ence over us, than Superſtition and chimerical 


Opinions have over others. Let us have as 


much Zeal in our Thoughts, Words and Ac- 
tions, to make Truth and Virtue triumph, as 
Fanaticiſm makes appear to undermine one as 
well as the other, and ſubſtitute its own Illu- 
ſions in their Places: Nay, let us have a ſtill 
greater Zeal for all that is good, honeft and 
well- becoming, as the Cauſe we defend is 
of much greater Importance, and more Ho 

than that of Fanaticiſim; and then this Enemy, 
through Shame, will not dare to ſhew itfelf an 


more. If once the Light of Truth and Virtue 


were to ſhine in its full Luftre among Chriſti- 

ans, Night-Owls and Bats would be afraid to 

peep out - of their diſmal lurking Holes. 
Means The laſt Means I have to lay before you, for 
7 con. ſecuring you againſt the Snares of Fanaticiſm, is, 
der that that you ſhould conſider, that this Monſter has 
Fanaticiſm inſinuated itſelf into all Religions: and Sects, 


has infi- and always with the ſame Character and eſſen- 
nuated it- 


elkintoall tial Qualities, though it has aſſumed different 
Religi- Forms at different Times. This Conſidera- 


ons. tion will prevent your being ſurpriſed at ſeeing 
this Spirit of Deluſion er again in our 


Days. 


1 
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Days. You will be leſs amazed at 'the Mar- 
vellous that attend it, and eaſily comprehend 
that this Marvellous : is far from being a Proof 
of Truth and Divinity, becauſe the Fanazicks, 


who in this Reſpect, don't in the leaſt give 


Way to each other, mevertheleſs maintain con. 


tradictory Propoſitions. 

The Heathens themſelves had formerly their 
Fanaticks in their Prieſts and Prieſteſſes, who, 
when they were, according to their Opinion, 
poſſeſs'd or influenced by their Gods, made the 
ſtrongeſt Motions, falling into violent Conyul- 
five-Fits, foaming with Rage, and running ” 
and down like mad People : All theſe Signs of 


Madneſs and Fury were then moſt viſible when 


they delivered their pretended Oracles. We find 
that the ſame Spirit reigns to this Day in mo- 
dern Paganiſm; and that in many Places, the 


blind Multitude is miſerably cheated by Im- 


poſtors, who perſuade them to any rt they 
pleaſe *®, Many of the ancient Philoſophers, 
tollowing the Chimera's of their Imagination 


more than Reaſon, were caught in the ſame 


Snares. They dreamt of, I know not what 
Revelations, Hiluminations, Secret Converſati- 
ons with divers Sorts of Spirits of the firſt Or- 
der, and imaginary Deities. They boaſted 
hereby to come at Perfection, and by a certain 


magical Power, to bring many ſurpriſing 
T hangs to pals. 


This 


* See, among others, Kz: _" 8 Hilory of Japan, Bock 
orn. de Bruin's Voyages, pag. 


11. in fol. Nieubef" 8 Yor 86 to the * Pag · 
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This dangerous Taſte communicated itſelf 


Hoa theſe Philoſophers to the Chriſtians, a- 


mong whom it ſoon made a fatal Progreſs. 
Faith becameſophiſticated, Manners corrupted, 


and the Church disfigured; ſo that St. Paul 


had more than one Reaſon to exhort the Colo/- 


ians, to beware leſt any Man ſpould ſpoil them 
through ſuch a Philoſophy and tain Deceit*. It 


ſeems that the Apoſtles themſelves had in their 
Time, to ſtruggle againſt Fanaticiſm: For what 
Neceſſity was there elſe to admoniſh the Faith- 
ful, not to believe every Spirit f. From this poi- 
ſonous Source, all the fooliſh Opinions of the 
Hereticks afterwards ſprung forth. The ſame 
Spirit made Julian to become an Apoſtate. Fa- 
naticiſm chiefly fixed itſelf in Egypt,- and con- 
tinuing gradually to make greater Progreſs, it 
arrived at laſt to its higheſt Pitch, in thoſe dark 


Ages, when the Religion of Chriſtians con- 


ſiſted in nothing more than Fables and Imagi- 
nations, or ridiculous Ceremonies. _. 
Monachiſm took its Riſe from Fanaticiſin. 
This is the Origin of that Number of religious 
Orders, the Church of Rome is over-burden'd 
with. The Founders of moſt of them were 
ſuperſtitious and enthuſiaſtick Perſons. They 
eſtabliſh'd their different Inſtitutions upon Re- 
velations they fancied to have received. Fa- 
naticiſin in one and the ſame Century, viz. the 
Thirteenth, made appear all the Extravagancy 
tis capable of, in Francis, who preached to 
Swallows and Fiſhes; and all its Fury and Bar- 
barity 3 in Dominicus, who was tlie firſt Author 


of 
* Coloſf. ii. 8. + 1 John iv. 1. 
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6f the In nuifition. 'Each of them made an ink 
nite Number of Diſciples; ; and thus forming 
two great Parties, they by their Jealouſy, Envy, 
and Hatred, have oftentimes been prompted to. 


attack one another with Fierceneſs'and Fury. 
Has there eyer been a more rank and filly Fa- 


naticꝶ than the famous Spaniard, Ignatius Loyola, 


Founder of that powerful 'and formidable Or- 
der of the Feſuits, who through the many vil- 
lanous and execrable Undertakings they have 
been guilty of, have juftly drawn upon theni- 
ſelves the Hatred of all that love s Re- 
ligion, and Peace. Tis by that ſame Spirit of 
Enthuſiaſm, that Francis Aaverius, and others, 
have acquired ſo great Power to their ny" in. 


the Indices. . Is 


The Janſeniſts, who are * preateſt Enemies 
the Order of .Feſuits can have in the Church 
of Rome, have neyertheleſs not been more 


free from the Infection of Fanaticiſm. What 


Scenes have the Convulſioniſis of that Party not 
played in our Days, on the Tomb of their Ab- 
bot de Paris? Very little Time however was 
ſufficient for ſeeing theſe Prodigies vaniſh into 


Smoke. 


The ſame Spirit has alſo often ſhewed itſelf 
in the Proteſtant Churches: Even the Times 
of the Reformation were not free from it. The 
Lutherans had a Jacob Boehm, with his Adhe- 
as beſides a Swarm of corrupted Pieliſis. 
Among the Calviniſts, what Advantage did 
not the crafty Cromwell draw from Fanaticiſm, 


with Reſpect to the Part he choſe to act? And 
„„ 0 
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how: powerfully did the ſame Spirit operate in 
the laſt Century, in the ag 4 . 

ters? They talk'd of rotking bur Hana 
Viſions, and Dreams; and ſhewed an incredi- 
ble Zeal for propagating their Sect. They 
found but too many Fo lowers in theſe Pro- 
vinces, and even in our Communion. There 


are old Ln who ſtill remember Antoinette 
de Bourign 


in our Days can make. 


Don't be ſurpriſed at my afing .1 you, 
that Mahomet was. not only an Impoſtor, but 


alſo. an Entbufiaft and great Fanatick, The 


Hiſtory of his Life, and what is contained in 
his Alcoran, leave no Room to doubt of it. 
- The Cabala of the Fews, what is it elſe but a 
Production of diforder'd Brains, a Medley of 
Imaginations, and a Chaos of Dreams, on the 
different Orders of Spirits, and their marvel- 
tous Operations? 


Compare all theſe different Appeatizices of 


Fanaticiſm with one another, and you will 
find, that, though it has varied in a great ma- 


ny Reſpects, and has not always carried its Ex- 


travagancies to the ſame Degree; it has, ne- 
vertheleſs, always had the fame diſtinguiſhing 
Character, and the ſame eſſential Qualities. 


By theſe means, I am apt to bęlieve, you will 


be ſecured from ſacrificing the reaſonable Faith 
13 which 


® Some rack Antionette de Bearigncn among the Jamal 
Catholicks, | 


She, Labadie and Poiret, made 
in their 1 as much JO: as any Fanatick 


* 


* 
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which. you make Profeſſion of, to its wild and 


. 


chimerical Opinions. 


Thus I think I have made good what I pro- Coxciu- | 
veled, All that remains for me to do, is, to lx. 


beſecch Almighty God to pour forth his Bleſlin 

on this Work, that it may be to many an ef- 

fectual Preſervative againft the Infection of 
Fanaticiſm. As for thoſe that actually are the 
Sport of its Illuſions, my Exhortations are not 
directed to them. I rather fear that my Let- 
ter will exaſperate and incenſe them againſt me, 
inſtead of curing them. Nor do I know what 
Means I could make uſe of, with an appear- 


ance of Succeſs, to bring about this laſt Effect. 


Good Senſe and ſolid Reaſon only could re- 
claim them: But all this is to them an Object 
of Contempt, and ſometimes even of the high 
eſt Averſion. The ſtrongeſt Arguments are 
in vain, as ſoon as they imagine they feel with- 
in themſelves the contrary. They take this 
Senſation, or Feeling, tor a ſufficient Anſwer to 
all that is objected to them. When a Man is 
once come to this Paſs, we muſt expect his Re- 


covery only from the Grace of God, from ſome 


lucid Interval, which may give his Imagina- 
tion Time to cool, from the Aſſiſtance which 
Medicines afford in ſuch Caſes; or, in ſhort, 
from a ſorrowful Conviction of his F olly, pro- 
duced by Experience. 
L allow, that I have not treated Fanaticiſm 
with Lenity, and that the Picture I have drawn 
of it, is very frightful. However, after having 
examined every thing over again, I * 1 
ave 
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have not ſaid too much: The Importance of 
the Subject, in my Opinion, required that I 
ſhould indulge my Zeal, and not treat it in a ſlight 
and ſuperficial Way, but wih ſuch Force and 
Energy, as might make a proper Impreſſion. 
There was a Neceſſity of laying open all that 
is odious in this Evil, in order to raiſe in you 
the higheſt Averſion to it. 

Nevertheleſs, don't believe, dear Brethren, 
that my Deſign is to ſtir you. up againſt the 
Followers of  Fanaticiſm, and to inſpire you 
with a Hatred againſt their Perſons: God for- 
bid! We are, as Chriſtians, obliged to treat 
them with Charity, Meekneſs, F. orbearance, 
and Compaſſion. This Chriſtian Duty we 
muſt never looſe Sight of, how preſſing ſoever 
the Motive may be, that ſpurs us on to poo: 
Fanaticiſin ſelf. 

One may with great Probability, ſay, in ge- 
neral, that there are among the Fanaticks, a great 
many Cheats and Impoſtors, whoſe Vices Fana- 
ticiſm is extremely well adapted to conceal. It 
has been ſo formerly, as Experience has ſhewn; 
nor is there the leaſt Reaſon to think that it is 
not the ſame at preſent. However, we ought 
to take great Care not to judge raſhly of any 
Perion in particular, nor.to accuſe any one, be 
it who it will, of ſuch an enormous Exceſs, or 
even to ſuſpect him thereof without having 
convincing Proofs, or at leaſt, ſuch as are of 


very oreat Weight: And even though we 


ſhould have obſerved in any one ſome Circum- 
ſtances to make us doubt of his Sincerity, it 
would 


as a 
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would, notwithſtanding, be too ſevere a Sen? 
tence, ſhould we immediately pronounce him 
an Hypocrite or Impoſtor. 

If we examine nicely into the Characters of 
Men, we ſhall find in many of them a ſurpri- 
ſing Mixture of Virtue and Vice. This Ob- 
| ſervation will hold good, particularly with re- 
oard to Fanaticks. On the one Hand, I have 
thewn at Length , from the Nature of Fa- 
naticiſm itſelf, that ſuch as go over to it, with 
the beſt Intentions imaginable, may with great 
Facility, by ſome predominant Paſſion, be hur- 
ried away to Actions that are contrary to thoſe 
Intentions. On the other Hand, tis no leſs 
eaſy for an Hypocrite, who at his firſt ſetting 
out, only intended to deceive others, at laſt to 
deceive himſelf, and to become the Dupe of 
his own Illuſions. Thus we have Reaſon to 
think, that there is in many Fanaticks, a for- 
mal Deſign of Cheating, mixed with a fooliſh 
Perſuaſion, that they are really conducted by 
the Spirit of God: Two very different Princi- 
ples, which it may be, they themſelves cannot 
always diſtinguiſh; and much leſs can they di- 
ſtinguiſh, who only ſee the external Part of 
their Behaviour, 

Moreover, there is, in my Opinion, no 
room to doubt, that among the Followers 

of Fanaticiſm, many pious Souls are to be 
found, who, having through Ignorance em- 
braced i it, remain always blind enough not to 
perceive their Miſtake; and yet whoſe At- 
tachment to Virtue is ſo ſtrong as never to 


ſuffer 
+ Page 34, 39. 
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ſuffer eyen the moſt erroncous Opinions to 
eradicate it from their Heart, though other- 
wile, this is the natural Effect which ſuch 
Opinions might be ſuppoſed to have upon 
them. And why ſhould we not of every Body 
in particular, make this A e as long 


as we have no Proof of the 
Heart? 3 
Such as are Brain-ſick, deſerve more our 


pravation of his 


Pity and Compaſſion, than to be hated and 


perſecuted. Are they not indeed to be la- 
mented, who have not the Uſe of their 
Reaſon in Things of the higheſt Impor- 
tance, that is in Religion, or, which is 
the ſame Thing, who perſuade themſelves 


that its Uſe in ſuch Matters, is forbidden 


— tc | 

| Perſecution for religious Opinions is always 
very unjuſt, and conſequently is not permitted 
to be made uſe of againſt Fanaticks, unleſs they 
diſturb the public Tranquillity, or openly vio- 
late the Laws of the Civil Society. And even 
then they ought only to be puniſh'd for the 
Violences they have committed and not for 
their Opinions, though they are the Cauſe of 
their Crime. Sentiments, how extravagant 


ſoever they may. be, are never the Object of 


Civil Puniſhment. It would certainly have 
been Madneſs to puniſh that Fool of Athens, 
who imagined that all the Ships that entered 
the Port belonged to him; though in Conſe- 
quence of this extravagant Opinion, he would 
have made no Scruple, if he had had the Power, 


to ſeize them all. „ Force 


F 4 


Force and 973 are in particular very 
bad Means to ſtop Fahaticiſm. On the con- 
trary it happens often that the Fanaricks are 
more! ſtrongiy animated by the Violence chat 
is uſed againſt them. They make a Merit df 
their Sufferings, and theſe Sufferings contribute 
greatly t increaſe their Party; whereas. by 


teaving them in entire Liberty, they by De- 
grees' dwiridle away. 


It doth- not follow from hence, that we afk 
obliged; or that it is Prudence to encourage 


Fauaticiſin, or to receive its Followers into our 
Communion, and to give them an Opportunity 
toi; propagate their Doctrine. But between 
this and the former Extreme, tliere is, without 


Doubt, a very wide Medium. 


4 


with this bad Leaven, let us 


Chriſtian Forbearance; let us treat them with 
Kindneſs and Indulgence, always ready to do 


thein Service, avoiding warm and uſeleſs Diſ- 


putes with. them; as far as the Truth and the 


Intereſt of Religion will allow. 
„Such as boatt of having within themſelves 
an infallible Spirit, whoſe Deciſions they ſer 
on the-ſame Level with the written Word of 
God, and openly and defignedly ſeek to diſ- 
credit. Virtue, can have no Pretence to be to- 
lerated in our Churches, or to hold à brotherly 
Communion' with us: For the Holy Scripture 
is the Rule and Baſis of that Toleration and 
Communion; and as they join to its Authority 
another Authority as infallible, 07 form of 
4 H 


their 


If ſome among us are unhappty infected | 
ew them all 
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their own Accord, a ſeparate. Society: And 
beſides, this Demand can ſo much Ne leſs be 
granted, as their Tenets utterly deſtroy the 


very Nature and, Eſſence of all rational Re- 
ligion. | 


The vin N af 2 and 


the Extravagancies of: other Fanaticks, deſerve; 
_ without Doubt, our higheſt Contempt. Tis 


not unlawful to deride and repreſent them in a 
ridiculous Manner. This Method may be 
uſeful even to thoſe in whoſe Preſence *tig 
made uſe of. But then we muſt take eſpecial 
Care not to ſuffer ourſelves to fall into indecent 
and unbecoming Jeſts. The Affair we are 
treating of is at the Bottom of the higheſt Im- 
portance, and this is a Conſideration we ought 
never to loſe Sight « of. Our great Aim muſt be 
not only to excite.Mirth, but to convey the 
Dictates of true Wiſdom through the "ns 
Vehicle of Wit. | 

I thought I could not in a more convenierit 
Manner end this long Letter, than by theſe 


mort Reflections. Read it with Attention 


and weigh every Thing impartially, Make a 
profitable Uſe of what you-find there to agree 


with the Truth and proper to inſpire you with 
Virtue. If you diſcover any. Miſtakes, excuſe 


them in Conſideration of my Weakneſs and 
good Intention. 


1 conclude, dear Needs 88 the Requeſt 
and Wiſh of St. Par! * to the Colaſians, which 


1 make to you from the Bottom of my Heart: 


7. vat 


| * 1 Coloſſ. i. 9, 10, 11. 
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\ That you may be filled with the Knowledge of Gods 


Will, in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding. 
a 

1 hat ye may walk worthy of the Lord gong.” 

pleaſing ; being fruitful in every good Work, and 

increaſing in the Knowledge of Cod: Strengthned 

with all M. ght according to his glorious Power 

unto all Patience and Long-ſuffering with Joyful 


neſs. 


"an, 


Your affectionate Brother, 


At Harlingen,” 
Nov. 5, 1750. 
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Juſt PubliſÞ'd, by A. Linde. 
A Cap Narrative of the Riſe and Progreſs of the 
HERRNHUTERS, commonly call'd MOR AVIANS, 
or, Unitas Fratrum, with a ſhort Account of their Doctrines, 
drawn from their own Writings. To which are added, 
Obſervations on their Politics in general, and particularly 
on their Conduct whilſt in the County of Budingen in the 


Circle of the Upper-Rhine in Germany. By Henry Rimius. 
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